
            CBD Residents Advisory Group May Meeting - Minutes 

2nd May 2016 @ 5.30pm 

Te Marama Room 1st floor - Central Library  

Present: Timothy Hannah, Mik Smellie, Adam Parkinson, Kai Quan, David Hofer, Michael McKeown, 
Kathy Ross   
Apologies: John MacDonald, Stephen Greenfield, Ardeth Lobet, Shohin Aheleroff, Elizabeth Busch 
Facilitator: Timothy Hannah; Minutes: David Hofer 
 
Quorum met; x4 of Core Group plus x3 RAG Members, total x7 attended;  
Minutes from the last meeting – of 2nd April, endorsed as a true record and confirmed.   

Next CBD RAG Meeting: 5:30pm Tuesday 7th June. 

1. City Centre Advisory Board - Adam 
No change to scheduled projects: Freyberg Square/Ellen Melville Hall upgrade begins in 
August; Myers Park underpass begins middle of August; K Rd Streetscape upgrade due to 
finish by 2018; but underfinanced.   
Adam commented that the High Street upgrade framework is expected to be drawn out over 
a long period to achieve a reference design acceptable to all stakeholders. 
 

2. CRL City Rail Link – Kathy 
Kathy highlighted the negative tone of the “avoid the City Centre” message Auckland 
Transport had put on the effects of the City Rail Link (CRL) works and disruption. It is 
unhelpful in the wider context and counter to the efforts of businesses, retailers and 
residents of the City Centre.  
It was noted that Barbara Holloway – Activation Manager at Council is an ally amongst the 
challenges CRL works are creating. 
Kathy will prepare a short piece for the next RAG community newsletter. 
   

3. Ports Future Study – Michael 
No further update or input required at this point.  

 
4. QE 2 Square appeal submission - Kathy 

There was further discussion on the unresolved appeal mounted by the Auckland 
Architectural Association against Auckland Council’s planned re-zoning of Queen Elizabeth 
Square for the transfer to Precinct. The dispute is scheduled for an Environment Court 
hearing. RAG is a party to the proceedings under s.274 of the Resource Management Act on 
the basis it has an interest greater than the general public. 
The group discussed the possibility of contributing to the funding of the objection process. 
The preference is to contribute to the Appellant directly for them to use the funding in turn 
to offset costs.   
Mik raised the concern of liability risk if costs are awarded against the appellant and/or RAG 
as a party to proceedings. Adam will review past emails to clarify prior understanding on this 
issue and Tim will convey the concern to Joel and Rihanna and prepare a draft statement by 
RAG for members’ consideration.  

  
5. Alcohol and Community Safety in the CBD - David  

David has sent the draft statement to Inspector Mark Benefield for the upcoming Police 
appeal against Council’s Local Alcohol Policy 4am closing times in the City Centre. The 
statement incorporated the feedback and commentary on late night/early morning 
experiences provided by several core group members. Expect there will be some fine tuning 
with the Police and/or their lawyer prior to finalisation of the statement. David to attend 
Alcohol and Safety Task Force meeting as RAG representative on 20 May. 



 
6. Emergency Management Committee  

Adam and Kathy attended the Emergency Management Committee and met Jacqui who will 
make up Civil Defence kit lists for apartment owners/occupiers.  

  
7. Waitemata Local Board  

It was reported that Mike Lee was critical that not enough was being done to improve city 
centre security. Measures needed to include improved lighting and members are 
encouraged to keep reporting concerns and problems to Council to maintain the pressure 
for more to be done. 

 
8. Local Body Elections – candidates meeting 

The group debated the proposal to hold an open meeting for Ward Councillor and 
Waitemata Local Board Member candidates - inviting the public to attend.  
It was agreed that holding the event was positive for RAG’s profile and a platform for 
residents to quiz their local political candidates before voting.  
The election date is 8 October and voting documents will be mailed out from 16 – 21 
September. 
2 or 3 willing members are needed to manage the event with questions needing to be 
developed for the candidates. The group agreed 21 September as a viable meeting date and 
Tim and Kathy will contact Trina Thompson and book the hall as a first step. 
 

9. CBD Community E-News, no:  36, Winter 2016: 

Members with a portfolio and items of material interest are encouraged to please send an 
article to Audrey van Rijn by 27th May.  

Production committee chair/editor RAG Member Audrey van Rijn email 
audrey@writeaway.co.nz 

10. RAG Review – Review Report 

Mik presented the Review report outlining the key parts and recommendations. All present 
welcomed the report and commended Mik and the rest of the review group for their efforts 
in completing the review. 

There was general agreement as to the tenor of the Review report but after some discussion 
it was agreed that further debate was needed to finalise which recommendations are 
adopted and/or need modification and how they are implemented. Mik emphasised the 
importance of RAG to be clear about its purpose and realistic in attitude as to what can be 
achieved within the constraints of volunteer time and limited financial resources. 

To expedite necessary further discussion Mik will send an email to members that pulls out 
the specific recommendations and invites succinct feedback and an agree/disagree reply to 
each. Mik will set a date for finalising and adopting the review recommendations as a key 
priority – August 1st was discussed as a potential date. 

  

The meeting closed at 7:50pm 
The next meeting is Tuesday June 7th 2016 


