
ccrg.org.nz   

CCRG Committee 2017-2018 Bios 1/2 
 

 

Auckland City Centre Residents’ Group 2017-18 Committee 
 

Noelene Buckland (Chair) brings her extensive senior management experience in local government, 

including Auckland Council (Arts & Culture) Auckland Transport, Franklin District Council (Deputy 

Chief Executive), to CCRG. She leads and drives the strategic, policy development, organisational 

design, and relationship management focus of CCRG, especially in relation to the various spatial 

plans that guide the city centre. An avid walker, she is particularly interested in public space, noise 

and nuisance issues, and the waterfront. 
 

Adam Parkinson (Secretary) has a varied background in hospitality, heritage, H&S, as well as 

gardens. He is an enthusiastic city dweller, enjoys its self-contained attributes, and has found his 

world shrink to match its boundaries. As CCRG secretary and one of two CCRG reps on the City 

Centre Advisory Board, his interests necessarily cover a wide range of topics, though he is 

particularly drawn to urbanism, public realm, heritage, transportation (walking, cycling, public 

transport), promoting the group via social media and the website, and improving/increasing our 

public spaces. 
 

Fiona McLaughlin (Treasurer) is a banking executive who works and lives in the city centre. Fiona is 

passionate about ensuring the city centre community has a safe, accessible and clean place to visit 

work and/or live. 
 

Craig McAlpine owns an executive coaching business and has lived in Auckland since 1986. He’s 

particularly interested in developing an integrated approach to design that works for businesses and 

residents alike - fair and equitable - creating a ‘liveable’ and safe community. A key interest is the 

various laneways that are evolving from commercial access ways to now service a mix of residential, 

retail and commercial needs. 
 

Emily Reeves is a recent resident of New Zealand and has recently bought an apartment off the 

plans at the Grace Victoria Quarter. By day Emily is the Training and Education Manager at one of 

New Zealand’s largest driving schools and in her spare time she enjoys cycling and walking in the 

city centre. Emily has joined the CCRG to try and be more involved in the city centre and bring about 

some positive change to make the city a better place to live for everyone. 
 

David Roos is a long-time resident, having lived in the city since 2008. He purchased an apartment in 

the Dilworth Building in 2012 after falling in love with the heritage and history of the building. After a 

stint living in Vancouver, Canada and Amsterdam, he has now bought an apartment on Sale Street, 

which is still under construction. David has a passion for urban design and cycling. After taking 

interest in the required improvements in and around the Victoria Quarter area, the Waitematā Local 

Board introduced him to the CCRG. He hopes through his CCRG membership to be able to make an 

impact around the city that will benefit all. 

https://www.ccrg.org.nz/
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Ardeth Lobet and her husband arrived in NZ in 1985, and in 1999 they shifted to their current home, 

Shortland Flats, one of the very first (1923) city centre apartment buildings. Green and watery views 

are very close by, and she enjoys being able to walk or bus to errands, movies, concerts, library, 

special events and appointments. She has interests in air pollution, increasing population without 

adequate facilities (from green spaces to homeless shelters), and inadequate maintenance of some 

public areas. However, these realities are outweighed by the pleasures of walking to a tai chi class at 

the reopened Ellen Melville Centre, a Saturday morning market, or a film or photo display at Silo 

Park. 

 

Tim Hannah moved to the city centre following retirement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is 

a long-time member and was interim chair of CCRG for some time in 2016 and represented the 

group in supporting the Environment Court case against the sale of Queen Elizabeth Square by the 

Auckland Council. 

 

Audrey van Ryn found the move to the central city 17 years ago an easy one, as she and her 

husband had enjoyed living in central Amsterdam for several years. She works from her apartment 

on Wellesley St as an editor/proof-reader, and has long been involved in city issues, including 

through her role as secretary of Civic Trust Auckland. This is her first time on the CCRG committee, 

though she has been the editor of the E-News since September 2008. One of her current concerns is 

a night shelter for homeless people. 

 

Kathy Ross was born in Canada and came to NZ with her family 1963 to settle in Christchurch. She 

now enjoys apartment living in the CBD. She studied at UoA as a ‘mature' student, completing BA 

Psych & MFA Elam; after graduating she taught English in Korea for two years; then returned and 

now works at ADHB. It’s important to her to be involved in a range of community projects and 

groups that contribute in some way to the wellbeing of others. Her hobbies are reading, thinking, 

keeping fit (mostly by walking and yoga), eating healthily, socialising, making art and looking after 

her apartment building and environs. 

 

Kristina Pickford moved to Auckland five months ago, to the historic Dilworth Building, having lived 

most of her life in Christchurch. With a background in architectural conservation and history, she has 

worked for Heritage NZ and the heritage division of Christchurch City Council. For the four years 

prior to her move to Auckland she chaired the trust board of Christchurch’s Centre of Contemporary 

Art. She and her husband hope to experience the vibrancy of the inner city and take advantage of its 

proximity to the beautiful and bio-diverse Hauraki Gulf region. They also want to live differently, to 

walk instead of to drive and to live within a smaller footprint. Kristina would like to help make 

Auckland an even better place to live for those who choose the centre of the city. 
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