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Noelene Buckland (Chair) brings her extensive senior management experience in local government, including Auckland Council (Arts & Culture) Auckland Transport, 

Franklin District Council (Deputy Chief Executive), to CCRG. She leads and drives the strategic, policy development, organisational design, and relationship management 

focus of CCRG, especially in relation to the various spatial plans that guide the city centre. An avid walker, she is particularly interested in public space, noise and nuisance 

issues, and the waterfront. 

 
 

Emily Reeves (Deputy Chair) is a recent resident of New Zealand who enjoys living in Auckland's city centre. By day Emily is the Training and Education Manager at 

one of New Zealand’s largest driving schools and in her spare time she enjoys cycling and walking. Emily joined the CCRG to bring about some positive change and 

influence to making the city a better place for everyone to live and enjoy. She represents the CCRG on the Alcohol and Safety Taskforce, maintains the CCRG relationship 

with the Community Police, and represents the CCRG at the K Rd community improvement group. You can also catch her sharing photos of our wonderful city on the 

CCRG Instagram account.   

 
 

Adam Parkinson (Secretary) has a varied background in hospitality, heritage, H&S, as well as gardens. He is an enthusiastic city dweller, enjoys its self-contained 

attributes, and has found his world shrink to match its boundaries. As CCRG secretary and one of two CCRG reps on the City Centre Advisory Board, his interests necessarily 

cover a wide range of topics, though he is particularly drawn to urbanism, public realm, heritage, transportation (walking, cycling, public transport), promoting the group 

via social media and the website, and improving/increasing our public spaces. 

 
 

Fiona McLaughlin (Treasurer) is a banking executive who works and lives in the city centre. Fiona is passionate about ensuring the city centre community has a safe, 

accessible and clean place to visit work and/or live. 

 
 

Antony Phillips 

 
 

David Roos is a long-time resident, having lived in the city since 2008. He purchased an apartment in the Dilworth Building in 2012 after falling in love with the heritage 

and history of the building. After a stint living in Vancouver, Canada and Amsterdam, he has now bought an apartment on Sale Street, which is still under construction. 

David has a passion for urban design and cycling. After taking interest in the required improvements in and around the Victoria Quarter area, the Waitematā Local Board 

introduced him to the CCRG. He hopes through his CCRG membership to be able to make an impact around the city that will benefit all. 

 
 

Kathy Ross was born in Canada and came to NZ with her family 1963 to settle in Christchurch. She now enjoys apartment living in the CBD. She studied at UoA as a 

‘mature' student, completing BA Psych & MFA Elam; after graduating she taught English in Korea for two years; then returned and now works at ADHB. It’s important to her 

to be involved in a range of community projects and groups that contribute in some way to the wellbeing of others. Her hobbies are reading, thinking, keeping fit (mostly 

by walking and yoga), eating healthily, socialising, making art and looking after her apartment building and environs. 

 
 

Michael McKeown is a retired communications systems engineer with considerable project management experience.  He and his wife arrived in NZ in 1985 and have 

lived in the city centre since 1995. In 1999 they shifted to a 1923 apartment building, Shortland Flats, where he is currently. co-chair of the management committee. 

He enjoys being able to walk, bus or train to almost everywhere he needs to go. Concerned about noise, air pollution and retaining heritage buildings motivated his joining 

CCRG in 2010.  Today he is also concerned that increasing city centre population is not being matched by commensurate increase in nearby parks and public spaces, 

particularly green spaces. 

 

Mik Smellie Mik Smellie is known to be fanatical about the city centre and has lived and worked in this community since 2005.  Auckland-born and with a professional 

background in community development, Mik promotes “neighbourhood” in the city centre, being the time-honoured community structure of identity, connection and 

activity.  Absolutely passionate about the city centre, Mik advocates that the city centre can no longer be approached by decision makers and others, as merely a business 

district with a tertiary edge, as there are now tens of thousands who call this place home.  Mik has lead Neighbours Day events, feijoa forest plantings, alternative ways of 

local information sharing and organises a tai chi group at the community centre, being just some of his contribution to neighbourhood building. 
 

 

Sri Maxwell 
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