
 
 

 

 

This E-News marks 10 years of my role as editor. It is interesting to see 
what this newsletter looked like 10 (and more) years ago and what issues 
were under discussion. The length of the E-News has varied over time, 
while my editorials have become shorter. 
 

You can see past issues via the links below.  
 

Will I celebrate? Maybe. How? Typically, I jump on my bicycle to mark 
anniversaries, and I may find myself riding around a 10k city centre route. 
 
 

http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/cbdcommunity.htm 
 

http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/CityCentreCommunitye-news.htm 
 

 
Audrey van Ryn  -  audrey@writeaway.co.nz 
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Email the editor: audrey@writeaway.co.nz if you know where the 
city centre scene on the right is. City Hop is again kindly offering 
more free memberships for their “cars by the hour” service. 
https://www.cityhop.co.nz/ The winner last time was Allan Matson. 
The scene (below) was the Spark Arena.  
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Kia ora koutou katoa. 
 

It has been a very busy three months since our 
last report on the work the Auckland City Cen-
tre Advisory Board has been dealing with. 
 

The new Chairperson, Viv Beck, has done 
much work developing a new set of criteria for 
the Board to use when recommending projects 
for approval to council, and this was approved 
by the Board at the August meeting. It will in-
volve a more robust process, built around the 
City Centre Masterplan and Waterfront Plan 
objectives, and we hope will provide a more 
even spread of projects across the city centre. 
 

Another major issue that has been the subject of 
many complaints is the lack of an appropriate 
cleaning and maintenance regime for city cen-
tre public spaces, and more particularly, our 
streetscapes.  It has been, and remains, a some-
what confusing regime involving Auckland 
Transport and Waste Solutions.  This pro-
gramme was supposed to be transferred to 
Councils Community Facilit ies team on 1 July 
2018 but that has now been postponed for an-
other year.  We have been working with the 
Waitematā Local Board to identify issues 
around footpath maintenance, stormwater 
grates, streetscape furniture, commercial refuse 
collection and general litter so that the mainte-
nance levels can be amended for the new con-
tracts.  The ACCAB expects an update report 
on these in late 2018.   
 

In June we also had a workshop on the targeted 
rate, what it is designed to do, how this con-
nects to the regional picture, the current fund-
ing regime and whether it should be continued 
for another ten years.  We think the rate, which 
collects around $22m each year,  makes a real 
difference to the city centre and are pleased that 
council has agreed to it being extended for the 
next decade.   
 

A lot of work is being done around the city cen-
tre by the Development Response Team to miti-
gate the impacts on business, residents and pe-
destrians from the huge amount of work that is 
taking place in the area.  A pilot for this was 
initiated in May around the Albert Street area 
and involved the City Rail Link team.  The pi-
lot was very successful and the learnings from 
this will now be applied to the Downtown, 
Karangahape Road and other CRL projects.   
 

The Downtown programme of works, involving 
some $380m over the next ten years, was dis-
cussed at the July meeting.  This involves the 
street upgrades around Britomart, the major re-
pairs of the seawall along Quay Street, Queens 
Wharf, changes to the Queen Street/Quay Street 
interface, new public spaces in that area from 
the funds ex the sale of QE11 Square, the ferry 
facilities and the Britomart  East bus inter-
change. A further update on this programme is 
expected in September. 
 

Our August meeting was dominated by the 
challenges around homelessness. Council is 
leading and coordinating development of a re-
gional cross-sectoral plan and funding a range 
of initiatives that support people who are home-
less.  It is a very challenging issue and one that 
has been years in the making and undoubtedly 
due to a lack of adequate planning by govern-
ments of all persuasions.  The problem is grow-
ing annually and it does not seem likely that it 
will dimin ish in the near future, as New Zea-
land does not have appropriately skilled people 
to build the number of homes we need in the 
places people need them.  It is very pleasing to 
see that Housing New Zealand will build 
around 300 social housing units in the next two 
years on their Greys Avenue site, and the City 
Mission another 80 so. Progress is being made, 
albeit slower than we need.      (cont. next page) 

 

auckland city centre advisory board report 2 

Membership of the CCRG 
  If you would like to join the Auckland City Centre Residents’ Group, please supply the following  
  information to aklccrg@gmail.com    
 

  Name:    Address:  

  Email:     Phone:  
  Interests: 
  Occupation/qualifications: 
 

  Your full-time principal residence in the city centre is a membership requirement.   
 

  Transfer your $10 indiv idual membership fee to the Group’s ASB account:  
  12-3066-0176459-00 (include your name in the reference field). 
 

  We look forward to talk ing with you! 



 
 
 
 

auckland city centre advisory board report (cont.) 3 
The CCRG also has submissions on the Auckland Plan, the Long-term Plan, the proposed hotel devel-
opment at 51-53 Albert Street that proposes to have the main entrance off St. Patricks Square, Frey-
berg Place and the need to stop the section of road that traverses that space,  and the America’s Cup, 
and we are preparing one on the proposed mooring dolphins at the end of Queens Wharf.  We are not 
able to support this proposal, as it permits cruise ships to extend more than 85m out from the end of 
the wharf, which, in our view, is an extension into the harbour. Check out the details here : 
 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt .nz/
have-your-say/have-your-say-not ified-
res ource-cons en t/no t ified-res ource-
consent-applications-open-submissions   
 

The picture to the right shows the two 
dolphins at the end of a small wharf in 
Turkey, and this cruise ship is quite small 
compared to the ones being proposed for 
Queens Wharf.  Let us know what you 
think of the idea and/or make a submis-
sion using the link above.  
 

Tae noa te wā i muri mai. 

 

ccrg inaugural jumbly bumbly sale 
 
   This event is scheduled for 20 October 10.00am to 2.30pm at Griffiths Gardens in Wellesley Street.   
   Of course, we’d like to see many city centre people (and others) there on the day to buy, but we’d also  
   like you in the meantime to stockpile your bric-a-brac, kitchen utensils, crockery, good used clothing, etc. 
 
   All proceeds will go to the Wellesley Street Community Fridge for food and water. 
 

   Aside from the goods on sale, there will be entertainment, provided by city centre musicians. 
 

   Contact Kathy on kathyr@xtra.co.nz re donations and offers of help. 

Noelene Buckland 



 

red hat dinners 4 
The CCRG has held three Red Hat Dinners, and the fourth is coming  
up - details on page 1. Anyone who lives in the city centre is welcome. 

No. 1, 27 June 
IMAX foodcourt 

No. 2, 24July, BBQ Duck Cafe 

No. 3, 22 August, Queen’s Court 



 

random acts of kindness day 5 
 
For Random Acts of Kindness Day (1 September), Splice filled 5,000 little pots with kindness 
(Hikutaia honey) and handed them out near the Victoria/Queen St intersection. They were joined by 
New World Metro, which made around 400 coffees for a gold coin donation, with proceeds to the 
community fridge, and the Auckland Street Choir doing a flash mob in the middle of the said intersec-
tion at 8am. There were also 11 cafes throughout the city centre providing “kindness coffees.” 
 
The coffees and honey pots were accompanied by kindness cards which read “This card entitles the 
bearer to spread kindness anywhere, anytime. Fully Transferable. No Expiry Date.” Although the 
honey might have all been eaten by now, the striking mural outside the library is still in place 
(pictured below), the videos made by Splice on the topic of kindness are on YouTube and the acts of 
kindness may well still be resonating in the city centre and beyond. 
 
www.splice.org.nz  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=av45WXsp_uE  
 

photos courtesy of Splice 



 

auckland city mission - volunteers sought 

The Auckland City Mission is moving later this month to temporary premises at 23 Union St, during 
the time of the rebuild in Hobson St. They are looking for volunteers from 15 October to help with the 
meals they will be providing.   
 

The Homeless Community Centre provides practical assistance and a safe space for rough sleepers. It 
is an opportunity for Mission staff to engage with rough sleepers and work towards addressing the 
wider issues they face. Between 50-100 people come to each meal service. Tasks include: 
 

 Preparing food for serving 
 Serving food to our homeless community 

 Cleaning before and after service. 
 

Vo lunteer timings are 11:00am to 3:00pm on weekdays and 1:00pm to 6:00pm on weekends.  
 

If you would like to help and can get a group of five people together, please email 
David.C@aucklandcitymission.org.nz  

If you are an individual wishing to volunteer, email martin.h@aucklandcitymission.org.nz 
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showers for the homeless 
 
 
 

Audrey van Ryn 

The showers programme, supported by the CCRG, began on 5 July and ran until 13 September, which 
included a two-week extension. It was from 7am - 9.30am on Mondays and Thursdays at the Ellen  
Melville  Centre. Up to 12 people each session used the programme, not always to have a shower, but 
sometimes to benefit from a warm safe space, access to power to charge phones, the use of WiFi, and 
the coffee and tea, biscuits and other food and supplies provided by the City Mission, the Ellen Mel-
ville  Centre and individual donors, most of them city centre people who dropped in at different times,    
among them, Mik, Anthony, Elle, Danielle and Lucy. 
 

Thank you to all those people who helped make the programme work so well, especially Wilf Holt of 
the Mission, and Shadow, who supervised the programme, and the Waitematā Local Board, which 
provided the funding, as well as the donor organisation which is funding the extended time.  
 

The people using the showers have been most appreciative, and I have benefited from my conversa-
tions with them (including in NZ Sign Language). These people will soon be able to use the shower at 
the Mission in its temporary premises in Union Street. 
 

The CCRG was approached to support several Smart Seeds projects, and one of them which we sup-
ported was the WAIBUS project, a shower bus, which won the competition. Thank you to Holly from 
the WAIBUS group for your interest in the showers programme, your conversations with those at-
tending, and your donations of biscuits, fruit, and the lovely cake you made for the last day. 



 

happy birthday ellen melville centre  7 
 One year after the launch of the newly refurbished centre, 

the Ellen Melville Centre celebrated with a community 
lunch on 13 September. Pictured right are the centre man-
ager, Leesa Tilley, and Waitematā Local Board member 
Richard Northey, who is cutting the birthday cake. Also on 
this page are some of the free events at the centre during 
September. More events and programmes here: 
www.ellenmelvillecentre.org.nz  
www.facebook.com/EllenMelvilleCentre   

photo: Audrey van Ryn 



 

what can auckland learn from new york? 8 
New York, New York, a  wonderful town” goes the song, and 
anyone who’s been there surely agrees completely.   
 
One of the best things about New York is that it’s made up of a 
lot of villages, each with its own character: Chinatown, Little 
Italy, SoHo, Greenwich Village, all of them places where peo-
ple walk, where the dwellings have their own style, where 
there’s density of living, lots of shops of every type, noise, peo-
ple, trees, variety in every aspect.  Talk about wonderful!  I 
first went there for a weekend at the age of 15 with a friend. I 
fell in love at first sight and have never got over it.   
 
I was shocked therefore when I heard recently that in the 1950s 
a powerful city figure planned to put motorways everywhere 
through the city, including smack through Washington Square 
Park, a beautiful and legendary green space enjoyed by people 
such as Henry James and Bob Dylan.  This guy, Robert Moses, 
succeeded in having the whole area decreed as “blighted,” and 
good for nothing but demolition.  He also wanted to extend a 
10-lane interstate highway through SoHo and Little Italy, demolishing 
hundreds of apartment buildings, shops, and small commercial businesses. 
 
What stopped these draconian plans?  One incredible woman – Jane Jacobs.  She mobilised local resi-
dents, organisations, shopkeepers, thousands and thousands of people, who, until she came along, 
were voiceless.  Most importantly, she gained the support of Nelson Rockefeller, a man at least as 
powerful as Robert Moses.  The battle was not easy, but Jane didn’t give up, even when at one time 
she was under arrest, facing a penalty of up to 15 years in jail.    
 
As we all know, she and her supporters won in the end.  Instead of being a city for cars, New York is 
a city for people.   Over 70% of residents don’t even own a car.  How grateful we can all be to her for 
saving the New York we all know and love, a city that is probably the most beautiful and exciting in 
the world.   
 
Auckland could take a lesson from her vision and passion before it too becomes the sort of city that 
planners like Robert Moses would prefer.  We need more walkways, cycleways and parks, not one 
single more motorway.  I would urge the Council to read Jane Jacobs’ books, and be inspired.   

 

Auckland Central Library has an ongoing programme of activities: 
http://www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/EN/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
Auckland Art Gallery is open daily 10am - 5pm:   
www.aucklandartgallery.com 

Susan Grimsdell 



 

hot city: art week 2018 in the city centre 9 
From 6 - 14 October, we’re celebrating Artweek 2018 in the city centre and encouraging Aucklanders 
to discover the cultural heartbeat here in the heart of the city – from galleries to art in the streets and 
corporate art collections. 
 

Highlights of this year’s event include the ever-popular free guided art tours of City Art Walks and 
Unlocked Collections, more than 20 gallery exhibitions and talks, and the much anticipated star at-
traction: Late Night Art. 
 

From 5 - 9pm on Tuesday 9 October, the city centre will be alive with StreetArtDego in Te Hā o Hine 
and Khartoum Place, the Wāhine Take Action exhibition and The Laterals digital projection at Auck-
land central library, an ArtAche art sale at the Ellen Melville Centre, Urban Art Village architecture 
art in O'Connell Street, Changing Lanes laneway art in Durham Street East and Upper Vulcan Lane, 
Visible Invisible Primary free performances and Quick Draw free portraits in Freyberg Place, not to 
mention the first outing for our new Queen Street lights. 
 

For all details on Artweek and Late Night Art in the city centre: heartofthecity.co.nz/explore/artweek 
 

    Image credit: Light Field, James Russell, Late Night Art 2017. Image: Sacha Stejko  

sunrise celebration - suffrage day 
 

Aotea Square, Wednesday 19 September,  
7am - 8.30am 
 

Join Prime Min ister Jacinda Ardern and MC Jennifer 
Ward-Lealand as we honour the fight for gender equality 
in Aotearoa. The morning’s Suffrage 125 celebrations 
will continue with renowned songstress Annie Crummer 
and New Zealand Poet Laureate Selina Tusitala Marsh 
performing live, along with other women leaders and 
musical guests. 
 

Buy breakfast from one of the visiting food trucks.  
Note that the PM is scheduled to speak just after 7am. 
 

Event hosted by the National Council of Women - Auckland Branch, Auckland Council & Auckland Live. 



 

fasting for peace 

Last month, on August 6 to 9th, Auckland City Centre couple Audrey and Chris van Ryn fasted for 
four days in remembrance of all those that perished instantly and others who endured the unspeakable, 
from the downpour of atomic bombs unleashed by the US onto Hiroshima and again four days later 
onto Nagasaki, 1945. 
 
There is a movement afoot across the globe to fast during 
this period as an expression of opposition to nuclear weap-
ons and a call for their total abolition. In the face of coun-
tries such as US (700 billion per year nuclear budget), 
similarly China, France and the UK renewing their arse-
nals, not to mention North Korea plus the many “nuclear-
newbies” such as Iran keen to get in the race, it appears 
the opposite is happening. Indeed, the irony of such enor-
mous expenditure, while so many people struggle to meet 
their basic living requirements, is not lost on Audrey, and 
she describes it as “unconscionable.” 
 
But will fasting make a difference?  Audrey believes that 
a collective voice, across a variety of actions, is stronger 
and therefore more likely to be heard and make a differ-
ence.  She saw it as a simple action she and her husband 
could do together and represent New Zealand in support 
of a global network of people in different countries who 
are also fasting for peace.   
 
On the other hand, Chris is not a believer that fasting will 
bring about any change on the nuclear issue; however, he was 
won over by the physical health benefits, so they synchronised their beliefs into the same action to-
gether: the perfect accompaniment. as there are significant health benefits to being nuclear-free – the 
Yin & Yang, microcosmic and macrocosmic alive and well in this coupling. 
 
The question eating me was: “How did it feel to go hungry for four days?” Audrey says most of the 
time she was too busy with her work, meetings and voluntary activities to notice, and only twice she 
felt so weak and unwell as to require a cup of milk, a remedy suggested by Chris.  The occasional lie-
down was also part of journey, but she didn’t ever feel hunger. 
 
Audrey said she gained a lot from her experience.  The satisfaction of overcoming the flesh to com-
memorate an important event and the enjoyment of making new friends in like-minded groups over-
seas along the way.  She sent them a video of playing her flute in the Wintergardens on Hiroshima 
Day to “We Shall Overcome,” accompanied by Mark Laurent on guitar. But most of all, being part of 
the bigger, better picture representing a nuclear-free country and showing what’s possible.   
 
As well as being nuclear-free, New Zealand signed the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
on 1st August 2018, another perfect accompaniment. 
 
There are now 60 signatories and 15 state parties to the TPNW. - Ed 

Kathy Ross 
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Audrey & Chris on the afternoon of the third day 
of the fast: photo - Kathy Ross 



 

 

 

Image: Sir George Grey Speci al Collections 
Auckland Librari es  

From 29 September to 14 October, the Heritage Festival shines a light  
on the lives and architecture of the past that are still so much part of our  
present. In the K’ Road area, it starts with the Symonds St Cemetery Tour 
on Saturday 29 September, a tour that is offered four times during the  
festival. Shopping on the Strip is a tour that describes the retail history of the street. 
 

The tour Women of Karangahape Road, takes place on Sunday 30 September to highlight the 125th 
anniversary of women's suffrage in New Zealand. 
 

K' Road's history is nothing, if not colourful, as Under the Red Umbrella: History of the Red Light 
District and A Tall Tale from Auckland's 'lost suburb' will prove.  
 

Pre European history is explored through Te Ara O Karangahape, Māori and other Polynesian heri-
tage on K' Road is outlined in Korero K' Road, and a very personal family perspective of life on  
K' Road is presented by Sofi Ulugia-Pua and Rev. Mua Strickson-Pu with Karangahape Faifai Walk.  
 
 
 
 
 
            http://kroad.com  
            http://www.heritagefestival.co.nz/  

There are more than 200 events in the Auckland Heritage Festival and many of them are in the city 
centre. You can find more city centre events by going to http://www.heritagefestival.co.nz/ and 
clicking “Central” in the middle search box. 
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These events in the festival are all in the city centre. Almost all are free and bookings are required for 
most of them. Events that were fully booked at the time of writing are not listed. 
 

Saturday 15 Sept Megastructures: The Team Behind Pacifica 
15:30 - 17:00, Pioneer Women's Hall, Ellen Melville Centre, Freyberg Place  
 

Monday 17 Sept Sir Ian Athfield Memorial Lecture 
18:00 - 19:00, The Wintergarden Allison Arieff  
 

Tuesday 18 Sept Freyberg Place and Ellen Melville Centre: The Inside Story  
12:30 - 13:30, Ellen Melville Centre 
 

Tuesday 18 Sept The Block Lecture 2018 
Doors at 17:45, event 18:30 - 20:00, Pioneer Women's Hall, Ellen Melville Centre, Dr Mike Austin  
 

Wednesday 19 Sept Struggling Cities: Exhibition opening 
17:30, Creative Arts & Industries Student Centre, University of Auckland 
 

Wednesday 19 Sept Fast Forward Lecture Series: Architects Discuss Design for Medium Density 
18:30 - 20:00, Engineering Lecture Theatre 439, University of Auckland  
 

Thursday 20 Sept As You Will: Carnegie Libraries of the South Pacific | Conversation with Mickey 
Smith and Charles Walker 
12:30 - 13:30, Auckland Central City Library, Ground Floor Event Space 
 

Thursday 20 Sept The Good Citizen: A talk with Jade Kake: Māori design principles 
18:00 - 19:00, The Lounge at Generator, Level 1 Stanbeth House, 28 Customs Street East  
 

Friday 21 Sept Reading Architecture: Book Launch x 4 
12:00 - 13:00, George Fraser Gallery, 25A Princes Street 
 

Friday 21 Sept World Park(ing) Day 
Celebrate the day when architecture and design studios all 
over the world! Colonise carparks and show what can hap-
pen when they're occupied by people, not vehicles. 
See the NZIA website for details.  
 

Saturday 22 Sept Redefining the 'home' in Auckland 
14:00 - 16:00, Warren and Mahoney, 139 Pakenham 
Street  
Panel discussion hosted by NZIA and The Sustainability 
Society 
 

Saturday 22 Sept Into the Underworld - FoA Evening Event 
17:00 - 20:00, Silo 6, Jellicoe Street, Wynyard Quarter  
An exhibition by Chirag Jindal exploring the subterranean  
landscape of Auckland's central suburbs.   
 

Tuesday 25 Sept Lecture: Early Women Architects in NZ by Elizabeth Cox 
17:00 – 18:30, Pioneer Women's Hall, Ellen Melville Centre 

The original Park(ing) installation on 1st and Mission 
Streets in San Francisco (Rebar Group), 2005 
https://www.citylab.com  
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cbd jobs & skills hub 
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