
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It seems just a couple of days ago that I was standing in Victoria St with hun-
dreds of other people, watching the fireworks blazing off Skytower as 2017 
rolled in. It was, in fact, just a few days ago that I was standing in Quay St 
with thousands of others before taking off for Round the Bays. 
 

It’s good to get out in the crowds now and again! The Myers Park Medley was 
another such occasion (see page 8) and we have the upcoming Neighbours 
Day event on 26 March (see page 6). 
 

We are also able to contemplate nature every so often, despite living in the 
city centre. Look out for a few glimpses of nature in this E-News. 
 

Past issues of the E-News are at   
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/cbdcommunity.htm  

Audrey van Ryn  -  audrey@writeaway.co.nz 
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  Locate this Scene 

The prize this time is a half-price portrait  
session with Freestyle Event Photography, 
located in Victoria St. Update your online 
photo/record yourself in 2017!  
https://www.freestylephotography.co.nz/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nobody guessed that 
the cute little octopus 
in last issue’s scene  
is down on North  
Wharf. 
 

Myers Park Medley 26 February 
- more photos page 8 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since the beginning of this year, the City Cen-
tre Residents’ Group has had a new chair. 
 

Noelene Buckland has a vast wealth of experi-
ence in governance and strategy, as well as be-
ing a pioneer city centre resident. 
 

Her senior manager, project consultant and 
SME company director roles in business are 
complemented by governance roles as an 
elected local government member, deputy 
CEO, and managing director. 
 

She brings strong skills strategic planning, pub-
lic policy, finance/budgeting, relationship man-
agement, programme/project management, as-
set management, policy analysis, change man-
agement and community facilit ies develop-
ment/management.  
 

Already Noelene is leading work with the City 
Centre Residents’ Group committee, on a plan 
and work programme for CCRG for the next 
year, providing a concentrated focus and strat-
egy to maximise residents’ ability to influence 
decision making in the areas most important to 
us. 
 

Noelene is a trailblazing city centre resident, 
having lived in and around the city centre since 
1993, and also has offices in the centre. 
 

As a body corporate chair for 12 years and 
member of the Body Corporate Chairs Group, 
she has extensive experience around the issues 
faced by apartment owners. 
 

You might see her around, as she is a keen 
walker and a mad tree lover. (“We can never 
have enough trees!”) 
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Membership of the CCRG 
 

If you would like to join the Auckland City Centre 
Residents’ Group please supply the following  
information to ak.cbd.rag@gmail.com   
 
Name: 
Address:  
 
Email:  
Phone:  
Interests: 
 
Occupation/qualifications: 
 
Your full-time principal residence in the city centre is 
a membership requirement.   
 
Transfer your $10 indiv idual membership fee to the 
Group’s ASB account: 12-3066-0176459-00
(include your name in the reference field). 
 
We look forward to talk ing with you! 

City Centre Stats 
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By the end of last year, the population of 
Auckland’s city centre had increased to just 
under 47,000. 20 years ago it was just 5,000, 
which makes this a 924% increase.  
 

This substantial increase could be the result 
of a large number of overseas students, after 
a number of years of lower numbers. Over 
the last year there hasn’t been a huge num-
ber of apartments completed in the city cen-
tre, which suggests there has been a number 
of empty apartments tenanted and an in-
crease in the occupancy of some apartments.  
 

Auckland’s city centre has also been adding 
jobs rapidly in the last couple of years, a 
year ago passing a milestone of 100,000 
jobs.  Overall, the city centre is one of the 
major growth engines for employment in 
New Zealand. This is set to continue for at 
least the next few years, with plenty of job-
creating developments underway, such as 
offices, hotels, the International Convention 
Centre and the City Rail Link. 
 

Data from Statistics New Zealand, with 
thanks to http://transportblog.co.nz/ 
 
 
 



 
 
The ACCAB met for the first time this year on 
22 February. It has now begun its 2016-2019 
three-year term. 
 
Those of you who attended the Myers Park 
Medley on 26 February will have seen the new 
splash pad, funded by the Waitematā Local 
Board. Construction of the Mayoral Drive un-
derpass artwork and improvements to the en-
trances are due to begin in April, to be com-
pleted by November 2017. Th is project is the 
first stage in providing a much better link be-
tween Myers Park and Aotea Square, by turn-
ing the current grim Mayoral Drive carpark un-
derpass into a pedestrian walkway, with a 
rather magnificent looking kinetic sculpture 
covering many surfaces. 
 
For those of you living in the Federal Street 
area, stage 2 of this project covers streetscape 
improvements for Federal Street between May-
oral Drive and Wellesley Street – early stake-
holder engagement has commenced. 
 
City Centre Maintenance – a subject dear to our 
hearts: The City Centre Maintenance Working 
Group (including staff from AT, Waste Solu-
tions and the Development Programme Office) 
has been reconvened; this group is undertaking 
monthly audits of streetscape assets. Issues are 
being dealt with by contract managers. 
 
This has resulted in a quicker response time to 
issues such as illegal dumping of rubbish and 
broken street furniture. Remember to always 
contact Council or Auckland Transport if you 
see anything that needs attending to – they very 
much rely on this help, in addition to any in-
spections they may carry out. 
 
The plans for K’ Road’s streetscape changes 
and new cycleway are moving along. It was 
great that there were 1,680 feedbacks in the 
consultation process. The concept has now been 
finalised, with few changes resulting from the 
consultation. The Request for Proposal for the 
Detailed Design stage of the project is under-
way. The tender for detailed design will be re-
leased by the end of February. 
 

 
In the public art realm, Beach Road is to get 
five bronze sculptures of working waka prow 
that will be located on the existing “waka 
plinths” between Britomart Place and Tangihua 
Street.  The sculptures are planned to be in-
stalled in April 2017 and will coincide with 
work on (much needed) remedial planting. 
 
And after lengthy negotiations, it looks like the 
O’Connell Street artwork that is to hang across 
the street between two buildings is finally to be 
installed in July. 
 
We recently supported a new initiative that 
Heart of The City is leading, to install a net-
work of lights that will project light on street 
trees and poles along Queen Street. The light-
ing has the potential to transform the city centre 
in the evening and provide a point of difference 
for Auckland. 
 
The ACCAB, ably supported by Auckland 
Council’s Design Office, continues to work 
with Auckland Transport to secure a really peo-
ple-centric outcome for the post-CRL reinstate-
ment of Albert Street. $20 million is on offer 
for the Lower Albert portion of this project, and 
$10 million for the Lower Queen street portion. 
Our vision for this street is ambitious but 
achievable, and we hope that images will 
shortly be released, after agreements are final-
ised. 
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 Adam Parkinson 

Splash pad in Myers Park 



 
Do you live in, work in or even just visit Auckland’s city centre?  
 
Are you interested in helping us plan its future? 
 
The Waitematā Local Board is updating its three-year plan. The city centre is undergoing constant 
change and the Board wants the opinions of residents, workers and visitors. 
 
To find out what people think, the Board is holding an informal workshop where anyone, individuals  
or organisation, can give their views. The Board wants to know: 
 
 What’s working well now?  
 What could be improved?  
 What new things are needed?  
 
Date: Thursday, 23 March 
Time: Noon to 1:30pm, then be our guest at lunch 
Place: Waitematā Local Board office, 52 Swanson St, City (that's just off the S quare below 
St Patrick’s Cathedral)  
 
The meeting is being organised as part of the Inner City Network by the Auckland District Council of 
Social Services (ADCOSS). Several Board members will be present including the Chair, Pippa Coom, 
and the past Chair of ADCOSS , Richard Northey.  
 
There’s no need to prepare anything formal, just come along and speak as Council staff will take de-
tailed notes. All the ideas will be gathered together and be considered by the Board over the winter as 
 it plans the future of the City Centre. 
 
So, come along at midday on March 23rd and have your say. You don’t need to tell us you are coming, 
but if you’d like to book a speaking slot, please email the organiser Peter Wilson, ADCOSS Community 
Coordinator adcoss@adcoss.org.nz  
 
We look forward to hearing your views. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

draft three-year plan feedback 
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 Peter Wilson 

Thank you very much to Kuan Yap for the translation on the next page. 



 
你住在，工作在奥克兰市中心吗？或者只是来这里旅游？ 

你有兴趣帮助我们规划市中心的未来吗？ 

随着市中心的不断变化和发展，Waitematā地方委员会希望听取更多居民，工作人员和游客们的意见，从而改进他们的‘三年

计划’。 

为了了解更多群众的意见，Waitematā地方委员会正在举办一个非正式的研讨会，任何个人或组织都可以发表自己的观点。 

Waitematā地方委员会希望了解： 

目前的建设进展在顺利吗？ 

有什么可以改进的地方？ 

需要加入什么新鲜的元素？ 

 

日期：3月23日，星期四。 

时间：中午一点半，之后我们提供午餐。 

地点：waitematā地方委员会办公室，52 Swanson St, City（就在St Patrick大教堂下面的广场） 

 

本次会议是奥克兰市議會社会服务部举办的内部社交议会的一部分，议会成员包括现任会长Pippa Coom和前任会长Richard 

Northey 都会出席。 

 

大家来参加议会并不需要正式着装或者提前准备草稿，只要你畅所欲言，现场的市議會工作人员会详细记录和整理你们的想

法，并且考虑将这些想法纳入冬季即将进行的未来市中心规划方案中。 

 

所以，我们欢迎您在3月23日中午来地方委员会办公室，说出你的想法，这并不需要提前预定。不过，如果你想预定一个演讲

席位，请发邮件到我的邮箱adcoss@adcoss.org.nz，我是组织者Peter Wilson。 

 

我们很期待听到您的意见和建议。 

 

Peter Wilson 

Adcoss社區協調員 

Translated by: Kuan Yap QSM JP CA CPA 
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neighbours day 
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community fridge 
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  The community fridge in Griffiths Gardens on the corner of Mayoral Drive and 
Wellesley St West has been operating again since February 13, after a break 
over the holiday period. 
 

The fridge offers free food to those in need and operates 24 hours a day.   
 

City centre people can leave garden produce, tinned or dried goods in the 
fridge, and there are a number of local suppliers of food which donate items 
which might usually be thrown away. 
 

Teams of volunteers are collecting food from local food outlets, as well as 
checking and cleaning the fridge twice a day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This worthwhile community project 
needs help from the community! 
 

 
If you would like to find out about 
volunteering, please contact: 
 

- for the cleaning roster: 
  Amanda Chapman  021 0518434 
- for the food collection roster:  
  Jenny Marshall 021 176 2332. 
 

 
 
 

Griffiths Gardens is the hub of inner-city, community initiative, For the Love of Bees.  The gardens have 
been buzzing with city dwellers and environmental enthusiasts from all across Auckland.  Every Thursday 
this summer Griffiths Gardens will be hosting a series of free Lunchtime Learning lessons that teach or-
ganic growing practices, permaculture and sustainable approaches to inner city living.  Outside of the 
weekday sessions, Griffiths will be the home to weekend workshops and other exciting events which can 
be found on the For The Love of Bees website. 
 

For The Love of Bees is in the process of setting up connections with students from universities and 
schools across our central city as well as south Auckland schools as a part of the South Auckland Science 
programme.  From March 5th For The Love of Bees will be launching their Bee School in Victoria Park’s 
Campbell Free Kindergarten where experienced beekeepers will be teaching beekeeping skills to Auck-
landers of all ages.  
 

Instagram: @ForTheLoveOfBeesNZ  
www.Facebook.com/CityBeeCollaboration   www.ForTheLoveOfBees.co.nz 

For the Love of Bees 

Fridge volunteers l-r: Kathy Ross, Simon Povey, Rebekah Clements, Mark Laurent 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

myers park medley 
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peace in the park 
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Auckland Peace City was shining on 26 February at the Myers Park Medley amidst music, food 
stalls, trees and beautiful people in the peak of summer. The annual event features the peace art 
and craft stall for children organised by Kathy Ross. She is supported in this activity by members 
of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. 
 
Her sister Laurie Ross of the Peace Foundation talks to people about the peace education pro-
grammes in schools and the Auckland Council Peace City Declaration. This is a statement of pol-
icy principles for peace based on non-violence, human rights, social justice, environmental protec-
tion and multicultural harmony. In addition, it reaffirms the Auckland commitment to the New 
Zealand Nuclear Free Zone. This year celebrates the 30th anniversary of Nuclear Free NZ legisla-
tion and reminds people that we are a valuable international peacemaker nation. We are working 
with the majority of non-nuclear nations in 2017 to achieve the Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty at 
the United Nations. 
 
The peaceworkers freely offer badges, stickers and information brochures with the important ideas 
worth thinking about, alongside children dancing in the water fountain, the magical performers in 
the grass, the sun in a clear blue sky for us all to enjoy. The nuclear free peacemaker banner 
wrapped securely around a huge old tree represents the heartfelt hope for humanity to protect this 
earth from nuclear war weapons and annihilation. 
 
The peace stall in Myers Park provides a superb example of peace city culture in modest manner 
integrated in mainstream society: the children of all races and cultures peacefully painting peace 
flaglets while the parents watch and reflect upon the message. 

Laurie Ross & the nuclear free peacemaker banner Children painting peace fl aglets at the peace art & craft stall 

photos - Audrey van Ryn 

Laurie Ross 



 
In association with the Housing First Collective and Heart of the City 
  
Thursday 23 March, 2017 Lower NZI room, Aotea Centre   
5.00pm - Doors open - Networking & refreshments 
5.30pm - Start 
7.00pm - Finish 
 

The number of people sleeping rough in Auckland’s city centre has more than doubled from 68 in 2013 
to 177 in 2016. And this isn’t a problem confined to the city centre – it’s a significant issue across the 
Auckland region. 
 

New Zealanders pride ourselves on being caring and inclusive people.  Having people sleeping rough in 
Auckland's city parks, under bridges, in shop entrances and back alleyways is unacceptable from a hu-
manitarian and business perspective. As a society – government, local government, businesses, residents 
and community organisations – we can and must do more to urgently address this growing problem. 
 

Housing First is a homeless assistance approach that provides people experiencing homelessness with 
permanent housing as quickly as possible – and then providing connections to the community-based 
support services that people need in order to keep their housing and avoid returning to homelessness.    
Auckland Council is proud to be working with Heart of the City and partnering with central Government 
and the Auckland Housing First Collective to bring Housing First to Auckland in 2017. 
 

The Housing First Approach: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: Sam Tsemberis, Founder, Pathways to Housing 
 
Join this conversation to hear from Dr Sam Tsemberis founder of Pathways to Housing in New York 
City and designer of the consumer-driven evidence based Housing First model.  
Pathways to Housing is based on the belief that housing is a human right. At Pathways Dr Sam Tsem-
beris developed the consumer-driven evidence-based Housing First model. 
 
Drawing on his extensive experience, Dr Tsemberis will share his insights on how to end chronic home-
lessness in Auckland using the Housing First approach.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  auckland conversation: homelessness in auckland 
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A special periscope has been installed above the Freyberg 
Place construction zone so kids of all ages can keep an eye 
on the area’s redevelopment. 
 
The 2.5m steel periscope is sited on the Metropolis 
Concourse and has mirrors that give a movable horizontal 
and vertical view of the work below.  The neck rotates 
90 degrees and the right handle turns 20 degrees for a  
near-full view of the site. 
 
The moa has been named Blaze by the children of Lollipops 
Educare in Central Auckland. 
 
The upgrades to Freyberg Place and the Ellen Melville 
Centre are expected to be completed by mid-2017, and 
Blaze will then move on to other development sites 
around Auckland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kindness Club is an event that brings people together to do random acts of kindness.  
Every two weeks we gather around a particular act of kindness, and share it with strangers on 
Queen St, or friends & family. 
 
It's an all ages event, hosted at Auckland Central Library, fortnightly on Sundays.  The next one is on  
12 March,12.30pm - 2pm at the Central City Library, ground floor. 
Gold coin/donation.  Hosted by #HappyAkl, New Zealand's largest happiness network.  
 
Come along - and be a part of the Kindness Club! - OPEN TO ALL - Invite your friends along!  
For more information about the next event, see the #HappyAkl Facebook page. 
 
 
 

moa periscope 
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Kindness Club 



 
White Night K’ Road Programme 
 
From 6pm to midnight on Saturday 18 March, art in all its forms will be on 
display in K’ Road: Pacific art, emerging art, the work of local and  
international artisans, as K’ Road’s galleries and studio spaces join in 
celebrating Auckland Art Festival’s White Night.  
 
White Night K’ Road highlights include roving performances by glow-suit dance troupe Vospetron and 
the Mary Jane O’Reilly White Knights Marching Girls, a cycle-through by the White Face Crew, a dis-
play by Unitec Bachelor of Creative Enterprise students at Cross St Arcade, guided gallery tours and a 
Fafswag Ball courtesy of Artspace. 
 
Participating galleries and studio spaces include: 
 Neck of the Woods,155b K’ Road 
 Cross St Arcade Unitec student display, entry via 214 K’ Rd 
 Artspace, 1/300 K’ Road 
 Corner Window Gallery, cnr Edinburgh St & K’ Road 
 TÜR, 486 K’ Road 
 

For more information visit: www.kroad.com/whitenight #kroadnz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The World Masters Games 2017 
K’ Road, 21 – 30 April  
 
K’ Road will be offering a range of tours throughout 
The World Masters Games 2017.  From heritage, to street art, 
to gallery tours, visitors are invited to explore and enjoy 
the diversity of this character precinct courtesy of local guides. 
More information at http://www.kroad.com/ 
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Image: All Fresco - K’ Road 2015 



 
Genetic Communities and DNA  

Monday 20 March, 6pm - 7.30pm. Free, booking essential: 890 2412 

Brad Argent, family historian and international spokesperson for Ancestry, continues his series of pres-
entations into the concept of identity. He will outline the more concrete and detailed understandings that 
are now possible, to show how individuals in family trees bonded with others and responded together to 
historic forces such as politics, famine, war and immigration.  

Karapu pānui Māori - Te reo Māori reading group 
 
Mondays 5.30pm - 6.30pm, Te Marama Room 
Ma te kakau me te matā e whaoa.  
Through our combined efforts we will achieve success.  
This group is aimed at adult learners, reading material is supplied. 
All welcome – from beginners to more advanced. 
 
 
 

      Sloth Making workshop 

      Sunday afternoon 9 April.   

      See the library website for more details. 

 

 

Auckland Central Library will be a part of the Frame Works trail through the CBD April 22 - 30.  

In the month of May there are book launches from Sequoia Schmidt (4 May) and Apirana Taylor  
(17 May).   
 
Chinese book chat is on the last Thursday of every month. 
 
Fortnightly heritage talks are on Wednesdays.  
 
Every Monday morning at 10am there are films on level 2 selected by the rough sleeping community. 
 
For the young ones there is Storytime every Saturday, Rhymetime every Tuesday, Wriggle and Rhyme 
every Monday, Multilingual Rhymetime every Thursday, Healthy Babies Healthy Future every Friday, 
Mums and Tots English class every Wednesday and the Tinker club for kids who love gadgets and elec-
tronics every second Saturday. 
 
See page 11 for information about the Kindness Club, held at the library fortnightly on Sundays. 
 
 

http://www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/EN/Pages/Home.as px 
 
 
 

central library 
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 auckland art gallery 
 

   
Lee Mingwei and His Relations: The Art of Participation  
 
There are just two more weeks to experience this critically acclaimed exhibition by one of the 
world’s most engaging international contemporary artists. Developed by Mami Kataoka for  
Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, this is the first time Lee’s work has been experienced in Auckland  
and is the largest ever retrospective of the artist’s practice in the southern hemisphere. 
 

General admission $12.50, children 12 and under free 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Body Laid Bare: Masterpieces from Tate 
 
Opens Saturday 18 March. 
Journeying through time, this exhibition brings together masterpieces from the collection of  
Tate, London, by renowned artists including JMW Turner, Auguste Rodin, Pierre Bonnard,  
Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Louise Bourgeois, Cindy Sherman, Sarah Lucas and many more. 
 

Early bird tickets $18  Children 12 and under free 
 
 

White Night 2017 
 
Saturday 18 March 10am - 10pm 
 
The gallery will be staying open late as part of 
Auckland Arts Festival’s White Night.   
 
Show off your sketching skills during a figure 
drawing class, join a tour of new exhibition The 
Body Laid Bare (exhibition entry fee ap-
plies) with co-curator Justin Paton, catch a film 
screening of Heavenly Creatures and enjoy per-
formances from Touch Compass, Red Leap 
Theatre and music duo Richard Adams and Nigel 
Gavin.  
 

Auckland Art Gallery is open daily 10am - 5pm www.aucklandartgallery.com 
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city centre summer scenes 
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