
 
 

 

 

I have now lived in the city centre for 16 years and definitely feel part of it, 
yet I am always discovering new things, e.g. I recently found where I can 
take my kitchen organic waste, just a peach stone’s throw away ... 
 

Our city centre neighbourhood is celebrated in the recently released pro-
duction by Mik Smellie under the Splice umbrella - see the image below 
and on page 4 from this film of many actors and a myriad of messages.  
 

Enjoy reading about more neighbourhood goings-on and goings-up. 
 

Past issues of the E-News are at   
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/cbdcommunity.htm 
 

http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/CityCentreCommunitye-news.htm 
 
 Audrey van Ryn  -  audrey@writeaway.co.nz 
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      https://www.cityhop.co.nz/ 
 
 

 Email the editor: audrey@writeaway.co.nz if you know 
 where the city centre scene to the right is. As a prize,  
 City Hop is generously offering more free memberships  
 for their “cars by the hour” service. 
 

 Winners last time were Sally Mabelle and 
 Mik Smellie. The scene was the lesser 
 known end of Albert Park south of Bowen 
 Ave, specifically, a plaque marking the 
 planting of Windsor oaks in that spot 80 
 years ago. 



 
 
 
 

At our 20 March meeting, Viv Beck was 
elected as chairperson to replace John 
Coop.  Viv is the Chief Executive for Heart of 
the City, and CCRG works closely with them 
on many issues around the city centre. Viv has 
initiated a review of the purpose and criteria for 
the city centre targeted rate, as there are some 
concerns that it is becoming less “targeted” and 
more “general,” and an “easy” source of fund-
ing.  As part of this review, work will also be 
carried out on a CCRG initiative - how items 
are reported to the ACCAB so that members 
get a much better picture of how a specific pro-
ject fits into the agreed strategic planning docu-
ments, who the other parties are, what each of 
them is contributing to the overall costs, plus 
what the expected maintenance costs will 
be.   Details around these aspects will assist 
with prioritising both the ten-year work pro-
gramme and the ongoing maintenance pro-
gramme. In the end, residents will get more 
clarity, consistency, and better results from 
their targeted rate contributions. 
 
The current terms of reference for the ACCAB 
are: to assist Auckland Council, specifically the 
governing body, the Waitematā Local Board 
and Auckland Council controlled organisations 
to oversee and be a key advisor to Auckland 
Council on achieving the vision and strategic 
outcomes of the Auckland Plan and the City 
Centre Masterplan, the expenditure of the city 
centre targeted rate, and city centre issues. Al-
though the ACCAB is a key advisory board to 
Council, it does not have decision making or 
autonomous budgetary authority. It does, how-
ever, endorse all expenditure, and it does have a 
very wide mandate in terms of advice on a very 
wide range of activities, interests, developments 
and strategic direction for the city centre. 
 
The ACCAB presented a submission on Coun-
cil’s Long-Term Plan and the refresh of the 
Auckland Plan.  The focus of those submissions 
were: 
- support a long-term approach as Council con-
siders the future of Auckland 
- the Plan should not only project the future 
based on past statistics but plan for uncertainty 
in the future and for possible game changers 
 
 
 

 
- the Plan needs more measurable targets, e.g., 
Auckland is a C40 signatory, and, as noted by 
C40, has no targets or plans in place 
- the Plan needs to show the relationships and 
connections between the six outcomes 
- the need for a holistic approach to the envi-
ronment and for prioritising projects 
- agree that the city centre should be a focus for 
spending and development 
- support for more  people-centric transport and 
infrastructure 
- long-term sustainability with a “Do it once 
and do it right” approach to quality 
- strong support for continuing the city centre 
targeted rate 
- support for a regional petrol tax. 
 
The Board considered a report on the C40 Fos-
sil Fuel Free Streets Declaration, and agreed to 
hold a workshop to provide further feedback on 
the development of future zero emissions op-
tions for implementation in the city centre - 
watch this space! 
 
The Auckland City Centre Public Art Plan was 
presented in May and was very favourably re-
ceived.  Its purpose is to guide strategic, trans-
formative investment of the city centre targeted 
rate funds into public art, supported as well by 
regional and other art funding sources.  A copy 
of this well-researched, well-informed and very 
well-written report can be found on  https://
bit.ly/2L3MHux  The ACCAB endorsed the 
plan as one of the delivery documents for the 
City Centre Master Plan and the Waterfront 
Plan, agreed upon the investment priorities out-
lined for the city centre targeted rate and sup-
ported the annual reporting framework. 
 

           (continued next page) 
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Noelene Buckland 

Membership of the CCRG 
If you would like to join the Auckland City Centre Residents’ Group, please supply  
the following information to aklccrg@gmail.com    
 

Name: 
Address:  

Email:  
Phone:  
Interests: 
Occupation/qualifications: 
 

Your full-time principal residence in the city centre is a membership requirement.   
 

Transfer your $10 indiv idual membership fee to the Group’s ASB account:  
12-3066-0176459-00 (include your name in the reference field). 
 

We look forward to talk ing with you! 

The major work of the Board at the moment is focussed on city centre developments that fit around 
the CRL work.  The ideal opportunity to design something special is when a street is being torn up for 
something else, so lots of work is focussed around the mid-town, Bledisloe and waterfront areas.  In  
mid-town, the main discussions centre around how the CRL will fit with the Victoria Street Linear 
Park (which we are greatly supportive of) and what needs to happen to the Hobson and Nelson Street 
upgrades as part of (and beyond) the International Convention Centre build. Upgrades to Federal 
Street will take place as sections of Albert Street CRL works are completed, with designs for the 
southern portion of Federal Street now well underway. 
 
The waterfront area involves new public spaces at lower Albert Street, lower Queen Street, Quay 
Street and the various smaller surrounding streets.  Discussions relating to the waterfront area are fo-
cussed on better public spaces along Quay Street as part of the seawall rebuild, more ferry facilities 
along Queens Wharf, cruise ship amenities and Ports of Auckland plans, so a very wide range of is-
sues to discuss and agree on. 
 
Progress continues on the Myers Park upgrade, although additional funding may be required due to 
the cost to replace the existing stormwater tank, so we hope to get some final sign-off for this exciting 
project in the next month or so.   

 
 
 

The inaugural CCRG Red Hat Dinner will be held 6 - 8pm 
on Wednesday 27 June.  What is it?  It’s what we hope will 
be a monthly event where city centre people come together  
to talk about red-hot topics - or anything, really - get to know 
know each other better and meet some new people. 
 

This one will be in the middle of winter in the middle of the city in the middle of the week in the mid-
dle of the food court in the IMAX complex. Come anytime after 6pm, buy your own dinner, and ideally 
everyone will change places at the table several times so we all get to talk to a few different people. 
 

You don’t have to wear a red hat, but see if you can wear something red - otherwise we may not be able 
to find each other ...   
 

Spread the word!  Queries to: audrey@writeaway.co.nz   
 

Red Hat Dinner 
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http://www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/EN/Pages/Home.as px 

 
Even a wise soothsayer living in Auckland’s city centre in the 1970s, during the dreamtime of the  
affordable quarter acre section, would have struggled to convince us that by 2018, we would have a 
residential population that would support local dairies, supermarkets and a community centre. 
Those choosing the apartment lifestyle have the most constant daily (and nightly) presence of all the 
various communities of the city centre.  At 50,000 plus, we create the consistent presence that brings 
vibrancy and permanence to the neighbourhood.  Long gone are the heydays of archery on a Sunday 
afternoon on Queen St, free of the risk of a court appearance. 
Identity, being recognised, considered, acknowledged and celebrated, are key aspects to a healthy 
community.  To this end, in February this year, neighbourhood builders Splice went out to local resi-
dents asking three simple questions seeking their loves, likes and magic wand desires.  The result is 
“Our Neighbourhood” a short (12 minutes) film.  Please take the time to watch, enjoy and reflect on 
these messages imparted by a handful of those who call the city centre neighbourhood home.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xz2Jg-wl5RI&feature=youtu.be   
 

 

 

 
 

Mik Smellie 



behind the face of an asian student  
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We see them, we know why they are here, we have an opinion about them,  
but do we actually know any of them? 

 

Introducing Henry, the unlikely flatmate of a middle-aged woman residing in Auckland city centre, an unas-
suming character, mild mannered, polite, happy and clean. He eases into the space without rupture; it’s like 
he’s always been here.  Of course there are certain things which fit with the Asian stereotype: he’s studying 
something useful which will bring him income (tick), he’s smarter than average (tick), his parents are paying 
(tick), his parents are most interested in when he will start reproducing (tick), he smiles a lot (tick), he works 
through the night (tick), he’s of slight build with black hair (tick), he looks 10 years younger than he is (tick). 
But there’s another Henry behind these stereotypical traits. 
 

Henry is from Taiwan, but politics is for private discussions.  He likes 
to keep himself busy, he wants to show the world what he can do and 
not leisure his time away.  He has travelled with friends around 
America and the UK.  He’s lived away from home since he was 12 
years old: a boarding school in Farnham, with his brother in London, 
Scotland’s Aberdeen University where he studied math and computer 
science, back to Taiwan for one year’s mandatory conscription, fol-
lowed by a stint as a high school teacher (not enjoyable).  Hence, 
Henry left Taiwan to take a good job in the US as a financial analyst, 
which he held for the last 10 years, and then came here for post-grad 
study.  It was his decision to study his MBA, but his father stepped in 
and directed him to New Zealand. 
 

Henry has a secret life, away from the grind of study, friends and the 
leisure options on offer in the city centre.  Henry volunteers in three 
different roles.  The first is with the Auckland Central City Police 
Station with Victim Support.  He’s seen it all first hand.  There’s no 
distinction on the type of crime: theft, suicide, burglary, homicide, car 
conversion, family violence, street violence, anything that produces a 
victim.  The victim goes to the police and the police contact Victim 
Support.  Henry is called in to be the support/companion for the vic-
tim.  He sometimes goes to court with the victim or visits their home.  
He can speak Mandarin and Cantonese, so you can imagine what a 
plus that is for victims for whom English is their second language. 
 

Henry’s second volunteer gig is at an elderly residents’ home.  After 
serving cups of tea for a time, he realised he had more to offer and so started the “Games Club” on Friday af-
ternoons.  It’s one of the few social events the residents have and something they look forward to, a time 
where they can enjoy a chat over a game, engaging their brain and adding meaning to their life. They could 
start a game themselves but they wait for Henry to arrive before beginning their rounds of Rummy.  They love 
him and Henry’s concerned about who will take “Games Club” over when he has to leave. 
 

Henry’s third volunteer role is with “Garden to Table” at a local primary school, a company that goes  into 
schools with a programme that sets up vegetable gardens and cooking facilities.  Henry has a group of students 
assigned to him.  They pick their food and cook the food they’ve grown.  Henry supervises the process from 
picking vegetables from the garden, to following a recipe and cooking together.  He likes this role because the 
kids are at an age where they listen because they are learning something fun. “The kids are innocent, smiling 
and grateful; it’s a programme especially good for boys because they don’t do it at home and they learn to 
clear up as well.”   
 

Why does Henry do this work?  He certainly has enough to do with his study demands.  It’s because he likes  
connecting with people and helping in the community, though community is not what he has experienced here 
in this city.  Sadly, Henry has experienced an undercurrent of Asian racism that didn’t exist in the USA and 
he’s noticed racial conflict between New Zealanders here too.   “Auckland is not a place to be for looking for 
community. You need to move out of Auckland if you want to meet nice people” (hopefully I’m the exception 
to this experience).  However, he adds, “New Zealand is a very nice environment, the living standard is better 
than many other places and so many people want to move here. You can breathe the air freely and it’s no 
doubt a great place to retire.”   
 Kathy Ross 

Henry & Kathy in St Patrick’s Square 
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The CCRG are pleased to be partnering with the 
Auckland City Mission on a programme to pro-
vide showers to homeless people over two 
months this winter. This is thanks to a Waitematā 
Local Board Community Grant and with the sup-
port of the Ellen Melville Centre.   
 

Pictured are Audrey van Ryn, who made the ap-
plication and is working with the Mission and the 
Centre on the details of the programme, and Rob 
Thomas of the local board, who had suggested 
that a funding application be made for this pur-
pose. 

Mik Smellie 

photo: Freestyle Event Photography 

Feijoa Festival 

From left: Judge, jug, winners One of the many feijoa elephant creations 

A couple of snapshots of Splice and the Guild of the Feijoa (Auckland) “Quietly Raucous Feijoa  
Festival 2018” - the annual event that broke new ground this year by linking the humble green  
feijoa with the elephant, and, in particular, Tom the elephant, one-time resident of Albert Park. 
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The Mystery Coffee Drinker has mysteriously returned, but we 
don’t know for how long … 
 
As its name suggests, this café features lots of shelves with  
interesting things on them to amuse one while sipping coffee. 
 
Coffee at The Shelf is definitely one of the best bean brews in 
Auckland, producing consistently excellent coffee. Their baristas 
get everything right (at least, in the weekend) - temperature, tex-
ture, taste - which is an excellent achievement for a crafted ex-
perience where there are so many variables. 
 
The extractions are pitched at just the right level, delivering 
crema and oils without any bitterness. Their coffee is a 
rich, creamy-crema-experience with a hint of honey 
and delivered with artistic flair etched into the crema topping. 
The beans they use are Be Specialty. Highly recommended.  
 
Bye for now! 
Yours, 
The Mystery Coffee Drinker 
 

The Shelf, 50 High Street 

 
Meet Jen Fuemana, the kaimanaaki (host) of Pa 
Rongorongo, where Te Reo is celebrated and spoken 
and information is provided on what’s on in the city 
centre and its transformation.  Pa Rongorongo is an art 
space as well. 
 

Jen is also the community fridge administrator and a 
volunteer with the fridge.  She was a gallery assistant 
at the Auckland Art Gallery for the past four and half 
years.  She is a mother of two, living in Mt Eden. 
 

Jen is happy to pass on the good news that Auckland 
Council, City Centre Place Activation will provide 
funds to design and build a community pantry for Grif-
fiths Gardens, to complement the community fridge. 

 
 
 

Anyone who has spare plastic containers, please drop them off to 
Jen at Pa Rongorongo.  One of the groups that provides meals  
to homeless people in the city centre, the wonderful Helping Hands 
of Devonport, has asked for these to help them with the distribution  
of the meals. 

Pa Rongorongo & Griffiths Gardens 



emerging auckland 
 

 8 

http://www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/EN/Pages/Home.as px 

 
 
Activate Auckland Council has purchased the Emerging Auckland website from its founder Brett 
Robertson. Brett is remaining on board to guide the further development of the site. It includes a 
library of over 30,000 photos showing the changes in the city centre over the last decade.  This 
provides a digital home to Development Response, which can feature information about the trans-
formation of central Auckland and host interactive maps showing the changes in the city centre 
(the mapping is currently only available in Pa Rongrongo – Citizens Information Hub). 
 
Emerging Auckland is a Development Tracker - documenting, tracking  progress and 
“showcasing” current and planned private construction and civic infrastructure developments 
within Auckland’s City Centre. 
 
Auckland is in the midst of a $14 billion construction boom and perhaps no one has a better un-
derstanding of just how much work is underway than Brett Robertson.  Since 2016, Robertson has 
taken 30,000 photos of Auckland construction sites. 
 
After realising he had captured something which could be of interest to others, he developed a 
website to share the photos, organising the site into individual projects. Emerging Auckland has 
since had more than 5 million views and features 278 individual developments in Auckland City. 
 
Stuff: John Anthony, 3 June 2018 
 
Photo -  Brett Robertson 
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Free events at the Ellen Melville Centre 
Auckland Festival of Photography  

 
Laberinto: Alejandro Chaskielberg (Argentina), 1-24 June 

Control - Seoul Searching: Sandra Chen Weinstein  
 (USA), 8-15 June 

Control - Rohingya Crisis: Ahmer Khan (India),  

 14-22 June 

Photo Festival Lunchtime Series 
Talking Culture 15 June, 12.30 – 1.30pm / Roy Davies 
Films for the Future: Love of Bees (movie TBC), 15 June, 6pm 

BFM Breakfast: Mikey Havoc, two live bands & a free breakfast, 20 June, 7-10am 
Matariki Festival: Maori Futuriam Expo & Film Screenings / Kaporangi kiriata, 6-8 Ju ly, 6pm 
Urban Forest Projected Exhibition & talks on kauri dieback & conservation, dates TBC 
Films for the Future: Love of Bees (movie TBC), 20 Jul, 6pm   
 

photo: Ahmer Khan: Rohingya Crisis  

Māori Film Week: 30 June - 22 July 
 

Wairoa Māori Film Festival presents He Wiki Kiriata Māori – Māori Film Week, a celebration of 
Māori and indigenous cinema and multimedia in central Auckland. This year the theme is Māori  
Futurism, spread across nine days and five venues, with over 50 short films, feature dramas and  
documentaries. He Wiki Kiriata Māori presents a feast of futuristic and fantastic Māori and indige-
nous art and culture, including Lightbox Art Exh ibitions in Freyberg Place and Bledisloe Lane.  
 

VR demonstration and industry support 
Kaporangi Kirata Lounge 
Open daily (hours vary) 
30 June – 22 Ju ly 
Ellen Melville Centre, 1 Freyberg Place 
 

Sci-Fi Maori Film for the Homeless 
Mon 2 July, 10am 
Central City Library, 44/46 Lorne St 
Followed by a free food service for the homeless. 
12.30pm at Pa Rongorongo, Griffiths Gardens, 42 Wellesley Street 
 

Rangatahi Sci-Fi Māori Film Workshop 
Wed 4 July, 10am 
Central City Library 
 

Kindly supported by Activate Auckland Council 
 
http://www.matarikifestival.org.nz/category/film-2/ 
 
All events are FREE - Full programme at www.kiaora.tv. 

Matariki 
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Auckland Central Library has an ongoing programme of activities: 
http://www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/EN/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
Auckland Art Gallery is open daily 10am - 5pm:   
www.aucklandartgallery.com 
 
Community Road Watch is a way to report a bad driver - or compliment a good one:  
www.police.govt.nz/about-us/publication/community-roadwatch-form  
 

 


