
 

Here’s a lovely image from Neighbours Day on 19 March 
in much-loved  Freyberg Square with its gracious central 
tree.  Enjoy it while it’s there. 

 

I have appreciated the nice comments about the newsletter that have f iltered 
through in the RAG review , thank you!  In turn, I’d like to thank some long-
standing contributors, especially Erin Taylor at HOTCity, Barbara Hollow ay in her 
role w ith the K’Rd Business Association and now  w ith Auckland Council, and 
Hamish Noonan at the central library, w ho has supplied the line-up of library ac-
tivities for the last four issues. 
 

As winter embraces the city, I am thinking more often about the homeless people 
who spend their nights on our central city streets.  I note that Lifew ise’s Big Slee-
pout is coming up on 7 July.  It w ould be good to see a currently empty central 
city building offer rough sleepers a w armer and more comfortable place to spend 
the night than in a doorw ay or under a bridge (see page 6). 
 

All past issues of the E-News are at   
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/cbdcommunity.htm  

 
Audrey van Ryn  -  audrey@writeaway.co.nz 
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     Locate this Scene is back! 

City  
Centre 

photo  -  Adam Parkinson 

Thanks to Chuffed at 43 High Street, we 
have a sponsor for the June issue for this 
long-running competition. 
 
The scene is below, so if you think you know 
where it is - or just want to make a wild 
guess - email the editor:  
audrey@writeaway.co.nz 
 
The winner will receive a $30 tab at Chuffed! 
 
 



 
The CBD Residents’ Advisory Group (RAG) Executive 
Committee has continued to meet in the period since 
the resignation of Tim Coffey and Dick Ayre s. Tim Han-
nah was asked to serve as interim Chair, and Adam 
Parkinson and Stephen Greenfield were elected as 
Secretary and Treasurer re spectively. 
 

The ExCo has kept in view a range of ongoing issues 
of relevance to city centre residents, including the Rail 
Link project and related disruption, liquor licensing and 
emergency management, and has continued to repre-
sent residents at the various meetings and forums re-
lated to these matters. 
 

Most importantly, the RAG review is now in its final 
stages.  This wa s put in hand late last year with partici-
pation from both members and non-members, led by 
Mik Smellie.  It is focussed on structural, process and 
all matters relating to the optimal functioning of the 
group, especially with a view to widening the member-
ship base. 
 

RAG has now been in existence for some 10 years, 
and early decisions on review recommendations 
should refresh its capacity to move forward in line with 
its core objective of working for a more liveable city 
centre for local residents. 
 

Aotea Quarter Framework 
 

Another consultation that is now complete and in the 
evaluation stage by Council, is this plan to develop a 
framework for informing the future direction, decision 
making and investment in the Aotea Quarter. The main 
themes that emerged for the Aotea Quarter will not 
come as a surpri se to residents - ma king physical 
spaces a round the precinct more accessible, welcom-
ing and connected for people, and reducing the domi-
nation of vehicle traffic. Feedback, reports and info are 
at Shape Auckland http://shapeauckland.co.nz/ 
 

Renaming Lower Khartoum Place 
 

Waitematā Local Board is considering renaming the 
lower (western) half of Khartoum Place to reflect its 
association with women’s suffrage, in recognition of the 
Women’s Suffrage Centenary Memorial (1893-1993) 
that is located there, and the fact that this square has 
now become the focus for Suffrage Day activities. Two 
RAG members attended a stakeholder meeting to pro-
vide input into various names that were put forward. 

Interestingly, the square was originally called Coburg 
Place, but was changed to Kitchener Place in 1916 (as 
German names were removed during WWI), and then 
to Khartoum Place in 1939 because of the association 
of the name Khartoum with Lord Kitchener.  When the 
Women’s Suffrage Centennial was approaching in 
September 1993, Khartoum Place was chosen as the 
site of the Auckland City Council / Ministry of Women’s 
Affairs centennial project, a 2,000-ti le ceramic mural 
celebrating the struggle for the emancipation of 
women. The latest ‘Battle of Khartoum’ over removing 
the memorial during the recent upgrades, was seen off. 
Consultation closed on 25 May.  The history of the 
name of Khartoum Place is interesting: see  
http://bit.ly/1NMTyZl 
 

LED Billboards 
 

It is a common 
m i sco n ce p t i o n ,  
that because we 
reside in the city 
centre, we have to 
put up with exces-
sive noise or other 
occa sional nui-
sances that occur.  
 

There are, of course, regulations that govern all parts 
of the city. It is true that regulations in the city seem 
more permissive than elsewhere, and, of course, this is 
one of the reasons why living in the city centre is also 
so attractive to many. We are also the guinea pigs for a 
range of new technologies, fashions and fads that test 
the existing regulatory framework, not to mention resi-
dents’ patience (modified car exhausts, anyone?). 
 

The Waitematā Local Board has had a number of com-
plaints about luminosity of signs and billboards that use 
recent LED technology, particularly at night. This is 
from the April WLB agenda: 
 

“The Auckland Council Consolidated Bylaw Part 27B 
(Billboards) does not contemplate digital billboards as 
such technology was not available at the time of draft-
ing. The Unitary Plan is anticipated to control billboards 
in the future and specific illumination controls have 
been drafted. In the meantime, the new Signage By-
law, operative from October 2015, provides specific 
controls on il lumination. 
 

“The Bylaws team will engage a suitably qualified ex-
pert to monitor some of the existing billboards, particu-
larly 89 Victoria Street West which has attracted nu-
merous complaints from as far away as Freemans Bay. 
This monitoring will be at both day and night and will 
pay particular attention to checking compliance with the 
terms of the dispensation that was granted for them. 
Any non-compliance will be conveyed to the operator 
and they will be expected to comply within 24 hours. 
Should the Council’s expert determine that the lighting 
is too bright, even where there is compliance, this shall 
be advised to the Team Leader Bylaws & Compliance 
Central. 
 

“Auckland Transport wil l be advised of the concerns 
regarding the Adshel digital signs and an audit of com-
pliance will also be undertaken.” 
 

If you have any concerns about LED bil lboards, contact 
Auckland Council. 
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The  much-discussed upgrades to the Ellen Mel-
ville Centre and Freyberg Square have been given 
the green light to start in August, after the last is-
sues around continued vehicular access through 
the square and disruption mit igation strategies ap-
pear to have been satisfactorily resolved. The build 
time is one year, and there will be a programme of 
activation and mit igation, in collaboration w ith resi-
dents, Heart of the City and business ow ners dur-
ing the construction. 
 
The renovations of the heritage buildings Australis 
and Nathan House in Britomart are progressed to 
the stage w here the owners, Cooper and Co, ap-
proached the board to assist f inancially w ith an up-
grade of the streetscape outside the buildings in 
Galw ay Street, which will see the current road lay-
out replaced w ith a new  shared space. Works be-
gin May 31 and should be completed by the end of 
October. The intention is to see if this upgrade can 
be used in other parts of Britomart, e.g. Tyler 
Street. 
 
The issue of slipping standards in maintaining 
some of the infrastructure and amenities that the 
board has funded continues to be raised, and w ill 
be the subject of a review  by the board. 
 
We sought a report on the status of the Survey of 
Inner City Residents 2016 that w as funded by the 
board from the city centre targeted rate. This w as 
undertaken in late March, and around 650 people 
were surveyed. This survey builds on the one un-
dertaken in 2013. Results should be released in 
June 2016. 
 
The Myers Park upgrade stage 2 now  has resource 
consent. This includes a splash pad, and renovat-
ing or redesigning the underpass under Mayoral 
Drive, and construction is  due to start in August 
this year. 
 
Everyone w ill have noticed all the roading and pub-
lic transportation changes being rolled out as the 
CRL construction begins to ramp up. Council w ill 
shortly be providing a “one stop” contact phone 
number for any issues residents and others may 
have around and during these w orks. In light of all 
the w orks around the w estern side of the city cen-
tre, the board has deferred most of its projects in 
this area to avoid any addit ional disruption, and 
brought forw ard other projects elsew here in the 
city. 
 
ACCAB agendas and minutes can be found at: 
http://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/ 
 

 
 
 

 
Queen Elizabeth Square Sale  
and  Redevelopment: Appeal 

  
In March, the CBD Residents’ Advisory Group be-
came an “interested party” to the appeal to the En-
vironment Court by the Auckland Architecture As-
sociation against Auckland Council’s decision to 
rezone Queen Elizabeth Square and enable its 
sale to Precinct Properties, rather than preserve it 
as public space and redevelop it.  Precinct Proper-
ties is the ow ner/developer of the adjacent new 
high-rise development that w ill replace the dow n-
tow n shopping centre. 
  
Follow ing an initial hearing and subsequent unsuc-
cessful mediation, the appeal is to be heard on 18 
July. 
  
The tw o other “interested parties” to the appeal are 
Civic Trust Auckland and Urban Auckland - the So-
ciety for the Protection of Auckland City and Water-
front Inc. 
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My ers Park upgrade  
image - Auckland Council 

Aotea Station - Victoria St entrance  
image - Auckland Council 



 

 neighbourhood research 
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Researching How Older People (85+ years) Engage with their Neighbourhood 

 
It  is really important that neighbourhood design enables 
older people to remain active and “out and about” in their 
community.  How ever, little is know n about w hat older 
people need and even less is know n about how  older 
people experience their neighbourhood. 
 

AUT lecturer and doctoral student, Jo Conaglen, is ex-
ploring these very issues.  
 

Jo is committed to supporting older people’s continued 
independence and participation in community life for as 
long as possible. She is an experienced gerontology 
nurse, an AUT lecturer and a Doctor of Health Science 
candidate/researcher. Her research study explores the everyday experiences of older people (85+ years) 
within their neighbourhood. She is interested in neighbourhood design that enables older people to remain 
as independent and positively engaged in their community for as long as possible.  
 

Our society is ageing and 85+ year olds are the fastest grow ing sector of the older population, yet we 
know  very little of their experience or what they say is needed to make their neighbourhood age-friendly.  
International research helps us know  some design features that create a safe, 
pleasant and w alkable environment but there is much w e don’t know . Further-
more, w e know  little of w hat is relevant for older people of Auckland.  
 

The purpose of this research is to develop a greater understanding of older adults’ 
experience as they engage in everyday life outside their home.  The f indings w ill 
contribute to a greater understanding of older age-friendly neighbourhood design 
for Auckland city as it grows and develops.  
 

The study involves a one-hour individual discussion about your everyday experi-
ences. Jo w ill come to your home or a place of your choosing. If  you are inter-
ested in participating or w ould like more information please contact Jo: 021679398 
or email jo.conaglen@aut.ac.nz 

Mind the Lights and Mind those Bikes! 
 
No, w e are not talking about traff ic lights or head lights.  We are talking about street lights, w hich were 
one of the topics of focus at the recent Council Task Force on Alcohol and Community Safety in the Cen-
tral City, attended by RAG member David Hofer. 
 

The meeting is convened quarterly to help ensure the activit ies of Auckland Council, Auckland Transport, 
the police and Hospitality NZ are co-ordinated and effective in maintaining a safe city centre. 
 

Initiat ives discussed at the meeting included a focus on improving safety in parks and public areas 
through better lighting and layouts. In addit ion, David directed the meeting to a number of street and 
public area lights that w ere not presently w orking, creating unw elcome pools of darkness in pockets of 
the city. The Council is addressing the concern w ith Auckland Transport. 
 

Residents and commuters w ho have adopted the bicycle as their favoured transport mode are alerted by 
the police that unfortunately those trusty two-wheelers have also become a favoured prize for green-
minded thieves.  Please be vigilant about securing your bicycle w hen in the city.  The use of heavy 
chains or large steel padlocks, parking in open areas and insurance identif ication are recommended to 
deter this opportunist problem. 
 

The police continue to encourage residents to report suspicious activity, public area disturbances or anti-
social behaviour in the city. Whilst something you see may not be urgent, the police are keen to receive 
information, as it helps them maintain an up-to-date picture of city centre trouble spots. Collaborating 
with the police in this w ay helps them to be more effective in preventative crime efforts.  
Contact phone numbers for the police are at the end of the new sletter. 

 

GET INVOLVED 
 

Are you 85 years or older? 
 

Do you get out and about in your neighbour-
hood at least twice a week? 
 

Would you like to share your experiences and 
wisdom about what neighbourhoods need in 
order to encourage older people to get out 
and about? 
 

Could you participate in a one-hour interview? 

David Hofer 



 feijoa chutney festival 
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  housing the homeless 
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As city centre residents, more than most, perhaps, we see homeless people sleeping on our streets, on 
pieces of cardboard in shop doorways, huddled against the cold.  The number of people living in poverty in 
our city is increasing.  In 2014 the Auckland City Mission count found 147 people sleeping rough w ithin a 
3km radius of the Sky Tower. 
 

Auckland has had no night shelter for homeless people since 2012 when the Methodist Church shelter on 
Airedale Street closed.  Other cities in New Zealand do provide such a facility, but Auckland, aspiring to be 
the most liveable city in the world, does not. 
 

Lifewise is leading the exploration of applying the Housing First approach in Auckland to provide permanent 
housing for those who have no homes.  Auckland Council is providing some funding for this.   
 

Further assistance by Council includes: 
 enhanced public amenities in the city centre, including 24-hour showers and toilets and the provision of    
storage lockers 
 $360,000 in the Auckland Council Long-term Plan 2015-2025 to support the provision of emergency 
housing 
 co-ordinating the Rough Sleeping Steering Group, which aims to end rough sleeping in central Auckland 
by 2022 
 investigating the installation of furniture for park users to charge portable electronic devices 
 funding the evaluation of outreach services for rough sleepers 
 Support for “The Big Issue” Australia to extend this employment initiative to rough sleepers in Auckland. 
 

Lifewise’s annual Big Sleepout w ill take place on 7 July at AUT, where about 100 people will be “homeless” 
for the night, sleeping in the open in a sleeping bag on a piece of cardboard.  This event has been running 
since 2010 to raise awareness and funds for the homeless population in Auckland.   
http://bigsleepout.org.nz/ 
 

One might think that if  a city has an empty building, then its rough sleepers could be accommodated there 
until other solutions are found.  Brian Rudman w rote ten months ago about the suggestion of using the Civic 
Administration Building for this purpose:  
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11496826 
Submissions on the Aotea Quarter Framework also suggested this use for the building, in response to Coun-
cil asking the community what they thought Council buildings in this area could be used for. 
 

Council has put the Civic Administration Building up for sale, but one might hope that until whoever buys it 
starts redeveloping it, the building could be used to house the homeless.  (Re the “asbestos issue,” it is un-
derstood this only becomes a problem upon demolition.) 
 

In other cities around the world, e.g. Manchester and Seattle, empty buildings have been provided for the 
homeless until they are developed/demolished.  It is also not beyond the realms of possibility that whatever 
its purpose, part of a commercial building could be set aside for an emergency shelter. 
 

As the winter cold becomes more intense, the plight of the many people who sleep on Auckland’s streets be-
comes more acute. 
 

There are 2,033 more nights until 1 January 2022. 
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Susan Grimsdell & Audrey van Ryn  



  
Winter in the Heart of the City 
 
Winter is back in tow n, which means w e can look forward to the return of lots of exciting seasonal events,  
including the highlight of Auckland’s dining calendar, Restaurant Month in the Heart of the City.  
 
Restaurant Month takes place from 1 – 31 August, and w ith over 100 special menu offers and a packed calen-
dar of foodie events including Street Eats, the Chef Dining Series and a new  line-up of activities designed to 
stun your senses, there’s never been a better time to try something new . 
 
From 17 June, the Aotea Square Ice Rink w ill be bringing mid-w inter carnival fun to the mid-city, w ith the ever-
thrilling 35-metre long double-laned ice slide and the Penguin Kid’s Zone. This year, a stunning light display w ill 
transform Aotea Square, and Auckland Live are adding to Aotea Square’s icy atmosphere w ith life-size polar 
bears, penguins, and seals. 
 
Be moved by images documenting the changing w orld, from global conflicts to sports and popular culture, in the 
annual World Press Photo exhibition taking place from 2 - 24 July, upstairs at Smith & Caughey’s.  
 
The New  Zealand International Film Festival returns from 14 - 31 July, w ith the Civic once more playing host to 
thought-provoking and immensely entertaining f ilms from here and around the w orld.  
 
For more information about w hat’s on in the central city, 
and to dow nload the Where Next App so you’re never 
lost for what to do next in the city, visit 
www.heartofthecity.co.nz  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

news from hotcity  
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In commemoration - 4 June 
 
A reader of the E-News sent this photo of the Tiananmen Square 
memorial stone outside St Andrews Church in Symonds Street.  
Each year flowers are laid at this stone, which reads: 
 
This stone stands as witness for those who can no longer speak.  
In me mory of the victims of the Peking Massacre of 4 June 1989, 
and all those who have given their lives for the ideal of freedom 
in China. 

Image -  Jeremy Toth for Heart  of the City 



Chinese Salon Series 2016  
Monthly events to October, 1.30pm-3.30pm: a series of events focused on Chinese music, culture and community stories 
3 July: How to foster an appreciation for music in our children and young people. Led by musician Jeff Li.  
资深音乐人士Jeff Li与您一同探讨 “青少年如何学习和鉴赏音乐”. 
7 August: A discussion of the cultural significance of Chinese landscape painting. Led by painter Da Chao.  
画家大朝揭密 “为何历代画家对山水画情有独忠”? 
4 September: Discover the secrets of the classic Chinese divination text, I Ching, with local expert Sun Bin.  
本地易经学者孙斌与您分享其 “易经研究与宇宙探索” 的心得. 
2 October: Hear contemporary artist Wu Tongchun talk about how both art and science inspires creative thinking.  
抽象派画家吴桐春谈”美术与科学是如何启迪创造性思维”. 
 
Songbirds Fly into Auckland Libraries  
Thursday 30 June, 12pm - 1pm 
This year the Australian Girls Choir celebrates 32 years of inspiring girls across Australia 
and amazing audiences around the world.  
 
Auckland National Flash Fiction Day  
Wednesday 22 June, 5.30pm - 8pm, Whare Wananga, level 2 
An evening of flash, MCed by Rosetta Allan. National Flash Fiction Day is NZ’s celebration 
of the shortest form of fiction writing, so it's  apt to hold it on the shortest day of the year.   
Guest speakers: 2016 NFFD judge Elizabeth Smither, previous NFFD award winners Leanne  
Radojkovich and Trisha Hanifin, as well as Elizabeth Morton, Anita Arlov and Eileen Merriman. 
Winners of the 2016 NFFD competition will be announced, prizes awarded and winning stories shared. 
 
Matariki Workshop Series  
Saturday 25 June, 1pm - 4pm 
Numangatini Fraser Mackenzie is presenting Nga Whetu - Stars and the Pacific Voyage.  A freelance contemporary artist 
and youth facil itator, he will walk you through his recent celestial inspired journey and in the process teach rope making 
and knots used by Pacific navigators.  Learn and create your own works in this special Matariki wananga: Nga Whetu -  
Stars and the Pacific Voyage. 

 

Saturday 9 July, 1pm - 4pm 
Charlotte Graham is presenting a Matariki mixed media workshop in co-creating a Matariki 
themed art piece for your own collection.  Charlotte, Ngati Mahuta, Ngai Tai, is a mixed 
media artist whose artworks draw on her own cultural heritage. She creates art related 
histories which explore critical issues affecting New Zealand society such as racism, 
cultural stereotyping and land rights. 
 

Saturday 2 July, 1pm - 4pm 
Rosanna Raymond presents Arero - Tongue.  A true innovator in the contemporary Pacific 
Art scene, Rosanna’s diverse work embodies cutting edge poetry and performance. She will 
guide participants through the art of spoken word using Manawahine and Matariki themes. 

 
Rhymetime 
Every Tuesday in English at 11am, every Thursday in Mandarin and English at 11am 
A fun, free session of music, songs, movement and finger rhymes to preschoolers aged 18 months to 3 years.  
 

Storytime 
Every Saturday at 11am, ideal for kids aged 3 - 5 years 
The highly popular storytimes are sessions of stories read by librarians and occasionally by authors or other guests.  
 

Wriggle and Rhyme  
Every Monday at 11am, for babies 0 - 2 years 
A fun, free programme that provides positive movement experiences to stimulate development of both the brain and body.  
 

Monday Movies 
Every Monday morning at 10am in Whare Wānanga, Level 2 
Morning tea and a free fi lm selected by the CBD rough sleeping community. 
 

Comics workshop with Liam Bowen and Sergio Cornaga 
Saturday 30th July 1pm, in association with the Auckland Zinefest http://www.aucklandzinefest.org/ 
 

Contact Mike 
Saturday July 23rd - time to be confirmed 
Contact Mike is an improvisational noiser collective, a mobile unit that uses contact mics to create spontaneous sound 
and frission. On this occasion the Mikes will add zines to their conglomeration of instruments and channel their hive mind 
into the centre of photocopied tone. 

central library 
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 auckland art gallery 
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Auckland Festival of Photography: 2 - 24 June 
 
Enjoy free events as part of the Auckland Festival of Photography, be seduced by Fiona Pardington’s rich 
and darkly romantic survey exhibition A Beautiful Hesitation, and immerse yourself in the pioneering photo-
graphs of Len Casbolt. 
 
Space to Dream: Recent Art from South America 
Until 18 Sept  
Discover the heat of South America in this vibrant exhibit ion of painting, photography, installat ion, f ilm and 
performance. Vital, sensuous and w ith a humorous disrespect for authority, Space to Dream reveals the role 
of artists in reshaping a continent – from the politically and socially turbulent South America of the 1960s 
and 70s until today.  Included are w orks by Juan Echavarría, Juan Fernando Herrán, Marcos López and 
Rosângela Rennó 
General admission $15, concession $10, gallery members and children 12 & under free 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Zinefest 
 
The 2016 Zinefest market is on 24 July at  
Auckland Art Gallery.  Zinefest runs from  
15 to 30 July.  
 

Auckland Art Gallery is open daily 10am - 5pm www.aucklandartgallery.com 

 

photo - http://www.aucklandzinefest.org  



 

 know your limit 

 

Police and Auckland Council Numbers 

Emergencies Only – Police – 111. 
All other non-emergency Auckland CBD police matters and enquiries: 09-379-4240  

Auckland Central Police Station, cnr Cook & Vincent Streets. 
Auckland Council and all after-hours Auckland CBD noise complaints use-- 24-7 hour call-centre 09-

301-0101. For any future follow-up, remember to write down the “incident number” the call cen-
tre person will provide at the end of your discussion. 

Anti-social behaviour or menace in Auckland CBD streets – before it escalates into criminal activity 
attracting Police action – can also be reported to Auckland Council 09-301-0101 so its 24 hour 
City Watch security patrols can intervene. 

Noise and other related port complaints, exclusively for Princes Wharf residents and east side Auck-
land CBD (especially those in the high-density residential area bounded by Beach Rd x The Strand 
x Quay St) residents, the Ports of Auckland has an attended 24 hour “hotline” service at 09-336-
4898 (or email to info@poal.co.nz). 

If you know something about any criminal or suspicious activity in your community and don't feel 
comfortable about telling the Police, then call Crimestoppers to anonymously provide informa-
tion on 0800 555 111 toll free, 24 hours, or online at www.crimestoppers-nz.org.  
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