
 
 

This is the tenth December issue of the E-News, and much has changed in 
the “CBD” over the past decade.  Looking to the future, it seems sure that 
much more will change.  Some of our central city spaces are decidedly dif-
ferent, some have undergone temporary changes and others have gone for-
ever.  For a good quality of life in the central city we need to keep the con-
versations going with our neighbours as well the decision makers about 
what we value and what our ideas are for making things better. 
 

I wish you all the best for a summery and relaxing Christmas.  Do check 
out the possibilities at Summer in the Square. 
 

All past issues of the E-News are at   
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/cbdcommunity.htm  

Audrey van Ryn  -  audrey@writeaway.co.nz 
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  Locate this Scene 

The prize this time will be a year’s member-
ship of the CCRG!  Of course, if you can’t 
guess the scene and stil l want to join the 
CCRG, you can just pay the subscription.  
See the next page. 
 
If you are ineligible to join the CCRG but 
want to guess anyway, feel free! 

Lego Christmas tree in Aotea Square 



 
 
The last ACCAB meeting of the current term 
was in September. Post-election, the new 
mayor, Ph il Goff, has exercised the mayoral 
prerogative, and the ACCAB will continue to 
provide an important voice around supporting 
city centre projects via the expenditure of the 
city centre targeted rate. 
 
The first meeting for the new term is now set 
for Wednesday 7 December. 
 
I went on a condition survey walkabout tour 
with Council and Auckland Transport staff in 
an effort to help point out and record the vari-
ous repair and maintenance issues requiring 
remediation that residents often see and com-
ment and/or complain about. These are issues 
we have often raised at the ACCAB meetings. 
In the end, it turned out that the area we had 
planned to cover was rather over-ambitious – 
an unhappy reflection of the backlog of works 
needed to maintain the urban realm and the sig-
nificant amount of money invested in it. We 
expect a report back to the ACCAB at our De-
cember 7 meeting. 
 
There are various projects slated for the learn-
ing quarter, which is on the eastern side of the 
city centred on AUT, Auckland University, Al-
bert Park and Symonds Street. Some of these 
are around security (Albert Park, for example, 
in response to robberies and assaults recently), 
and some of the others focus on improving 
streetscapes and reprioritising those spaces 
away from their current car-centric functions. 
 
The Board is currently very focused on getting 
the best outcomes possible for the $30 million 
it endorsed for spending on Lower Albert and 
Lower Queen Street public realm upgrades, as 
part of the post-CRL street reinstatement. The 
Board sent Auckland Transport a letter outlin-
ing the conditions upon which that money may 
be allocated. AT have given a presentation up-
dating the Board with their proposals. In light 
of that, and some changes to some of the as-
sumptions and timeframes around the project, it 
was agreed that three ACCAB members 
(Andrew Gaukrodger, Adam Parkinson, and 
Viv Beck), as sector representatives, attend the  

 
CRL urban realm steering meetings. AT will 
return to the Board meeting in December with 
further updated proposals. 
 
ACCAB meetings are open to the public and 
are well-worth attending for those interested in 
efforts to improve the city centre via the expen-
diture of the targeted rate (which amounts to 
$200m for the 2012-2022 period). Incidentally, 
Statistics NZ now has the city centre resident 
population at 45,000 – a figure that was not en-
visaged to be reached until 2032 when the City 
Centre Masterplan was formulated prior to 
2012. This raises questions around the level of 
political representation we have at local board 
and ward councillor (Mike Lee) level, and 
whether we should have further local board 
members, and an extra ward councillor, or a 
redrawing of the boundaries, or all of those.  
 
Agendas and minutes can be found at: 
http://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/ 
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Membership of the CCRG 
 

If you would like to join the Auckland City Centre 
Residents’ Group please supply the following infor-
mation to ak.cbd.rag@gmail.com   
 
Name: 
Address:  
 
Email:  
Phone:  
Interests: 
 
Occupation/qualifications: 
 
Your full-time principal residence in the city centre is 
a membership requirement.   
 
Transfer your $10 indiv idual membership fee to the 
Group’s ASB account: 12-3066-0176459-00
(include your name in the reference field) 
 
We look forward to talk ing with you! 
 



 

    city rail link 
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 Changes at Chief Post Office building 
 
The heritage Chief Post Office building at the 
bottom of Queen Street is closing shortly and 
will remain closed for the next three years be-
cause of the construction work for the City Rail 
Link (CRL). The closure is needed to enable 
strengthening works prior to the CRL tunnels 
being constructed. 
 
So downtown train users returning from their 
Christmas break will find the current Chief Post 
Office building entrances closed and new en-
trances created for the Britomart station housed 
within. 
 
To catch a train from downtown, passengers 
will need to use a new main entrance in Com-
merce Street, behind Queen Street. Access will 
also be available from Tyler Street and Galway 
Street as well as the present eastern entrance at 
Takutai Square.  (See map on next page.) 
 
Auckland Transport is assuring passengers that all trains and timetables will run as usual. Britomart 
will remain operational throughout the construction work, which is being done by a Downer Sole-
tanche Bachy joint venture.  
 
The ticket and top-up machines, the ticket office and customer service centre will be moved to the 
new temporary entrance. There will be new toilets there, as the present ones will close. 
 

There will be stair and some escalator access from the Commerce Street entrance. Takutai Square 
will still have escalator access. For those unable to use the stairs, there will be still be lifts to take 
people to the platform. 
 
The Chief Post Office building was opened in 1912 by the then prime min ister William Massey in 
front of a crowd of about 10,000 Aucklanders.  As a heritage building, all heritage values will be 
maintained during construction. Those involved in the construction are working closely with Heri-
tage New Zealand. 
 
When completed, the City Rail Link project will mean more frequent trains across the network, more 
direct services to the city centre and it will double the number of people who can use trains at peak 
times. The CRL will also provide opportunities for new commercial, residential and retail develop-
ments, particularly around the stations. 
 
 
0800CRLTALK (0800 2758255) 24 hours  
crlproject@at.govt.nz 

IN GALA DRESS TO GREET THE DUKE AND DUCHESS: QUEEN 
STREET, AUCKLAND, WITH THE CHIEF POST OFFICE ON LEFT 
Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries, 



 

   crl (cont.) 
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New temporary station - external and internal views 



 

   queen elizabeth square 
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The CCRG and three other com-
munity groups (Urban Auckland, 
Walk Auckland and Civic Trust 
Auckland) joined the Auckland Ar-
chitecture Association’s appeal 
against Private Plan Change 79, 
regarding the sale of public land to 
Precinct Properties Holdings Ltd 
for a commercial development.  
The AAA had earlier submitted on 
the matter, and noted that “District 
Plan Section 3.6 recognises such 
issues: ‘Council intends the Central 
Area to be a safe and attractive en-
vironment that exhibits excellence 
in urban design. The impact of pri-
vate development on public spaces, 
and built and streetscape character 
is of prime concern to the Council 
as this directly affects the quality of the environment. The design and appearance of new development 
will be influenced by the Plan controls in order to ensure that new buildings do not adversely affect pub-
lic spaces.’” 
 

The final decision on this appeal was issued on 23 November.  The appeal was dismissed.  Queen Eliza-
beth Square has been sold and is no longer public space. 
 

Tim Hannah represented the CCRG in the matter.  Excerpts from his statement are as follows:. 

‘The City Centre is … not just a business district but with high residential density – higher than Sydney 
or Melbourne.  A growing, liveable city needs every public space it has and more in Auckland’s case.  
Indeed, this is the stated view of the Council – in its City Centre MasterPlan of 2012. 

“Until now, City Centre residents have not, we believe had proper opportunity to say whether we agree 
specifically with the sacrifice for all time of QES, a significant and reasonably substantial public space, 
located centrally at the City’s transport hub.  Or if so, agree that only a modest part of the sale proceeds 
go in mitigation to waterfront development – of an area that much of is already in the public domain.  Or 
agree that a substantial balance go to the CRL project, which should and is claimed to be, budgeted for in 
its own right, not paid for in this way. 

We are strongly convinced of the civic and public amenity value to be secured for CC residents by the 
Square’s retention and redevelopment both in its own right and to complement and add value to the adja-
cent linear Lower Queen St public space.  We believe our views may resonate with many of the non-
locals who will visit or pass through this special central point in Auckland.” 
 

The Environment Court decision under Judge LJ Newhook included the following reference to the CCRG: 

“The group are clearly knowledgeable and passionate about their living environment to which very large 
numbers of other members of the public, and visitors, are attracted.  We accept too their statement that 
resident numbers in the CBD are growing strongly. 

“The information and commentary they offered us about QES was extensive and detailed.  They strongly 
supported its retention, upgrading, and addition to the LQS pedestrianised and public open space. 

“The group will be disappointed at the outcome of the case, however, the present proceedings were not 
about council policy settings for public open spaces in the CBD, or about site selection or planning of 
them in the general sense.” 

Queen Elizabeth Square: photo -  Allan Matson 



 

lower queen street activation 

Lunch on the Lawn 
 
Activating Lower Queen Street is a partnership between Activate Auckland and the City Rail Link 
team. The transformation started with the arrival of an i-SITE. A huge turf section and painted road 
surface treatment have set the scene so that it is 'open' now with people already relaxing on the lawn.  
It is a space to meet people, sit in deckchairs, have 'lunch on the lawn', welcome cruise ship passen-
gers and a connector to Queen's Wharf. Local food businesses have stalls at no charge and groups 
can book activities through Auckland Council Events.  

It will host low level activations and more trees but as it is such a busy site the main goal is to sim-
ply provide more comfort and improved public realm until it closes for Rail Link construction in 
May 2017. 
 
Barbara Holloway, Place Activation Manager 
City Centre Design Unit 
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photo - Auckland Council 

 

 
 
Kathy Ross sent in this photo of an inner city treasure that 
now has its own plaque. 
 
“Wai Ariki” means “chiefly waters” and it has been listed 
as a site of significance to mana whenua. 
 
The very first issue of the E-News - September 2007 - con-
tained an article by John Sweetman which referred to this 
ancient water source as his “favourite surviving old thing” 
which was already here when the first settlers arrived over 
a thousand years ago. 
 
 

Wai Ariki Spring 



 

   tiny homes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residents at the Prince Albert Apartments have for the past few months had not only CRL enabling 
works at their front door but construction works next door, which has provided some difficult chal-
lenges.  Kathy Ross (pictured below with NaylorLove workers) says that “NaylorLove have been a 
charming and co-operative neighbour throughout.”  
 

She reports that residents of her apartment building have kept a close eye out for any damage that might 
occur from minor scrapes, bumps or falling debris.  They also took the opportunity to completely refur-
bish and paint their north face while the tower was constructed.  “NaylorLove co-operated with access 
for our workmen and scaffolding over a long period of repair,” she said.  
 

Then the canopy over the front door was removed so the route for CRL construction traffic could be 
widened.  Kathy hopes that visitors will still be able to find the building without the canopy in place. 
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 Changes on Albert St 

  

 

The CCRG at its meeting on 5 December gave strong support to a tiny homes proposal by Rob Thomas, 
Waitematā  Local Board member, to assist city centre homeless people. 
 
Tiny homes can be built quickly and cheaply and would provide homeless people with basic needs until 
long-term social housing becomes available.  Each tiny home would be under 102 metres and provide 
shelter, warmth, lighting, solar USB charger and a storage locker. 
 
The proposal includes the use of part the Auckland Domain for a period of two-years. 
 
See https://www.change.org/p/auckland-council-building-tiny-homes-for-the-homesless-in-auckland  
to read more about this idea and to give your support. 
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griffiths garden 

 
Gardens, seesaws and shaded seating were installed on  
30 November on the site of the demolished Griffiths Building, 
on the corner of Albert and Wellesley Streets. 
 
Griffiths Garden includes  informal seating, picnic tables, 
children’s play equipment and a garden shed for gardening 
tools and quick bike repair gear, and a community fridge  
(see next page). 
 
It’s the brainchild of the Auckland Design Office and is  
funded by the City Centre Advisory Board as part of efforts 
to retain the vibrancy of the city centre during major capital works.  The site was due to lie empty 
for up to two years, pending the development of the Aotea CRL station. 
 
“As Auckland grows, we will see more sites left bare while they wait to be transformed into new 
civic amenit ies, but there’s no reason we can’t use those spaces, make them beautiful again and keep 
the city vibrant and appealing,” says City Centre Advisory Board Chair Kate Healy. 
 
Individuals and community groups will be able to schedule small-scale activities in the garden, such 
as yoga, dance or chess through Auckland Council’s events listing system. 
 
Griffiths Garden will also become a central teaching hub for the city bee collaboration project, “For 
the love of bees” in the New Year. Artist Sarah Smuts-Kennedy is the originator and vision holder 
of the social sculpture ‘For the Love of Bees – A City Bee Collaboration 2016-2018’ commissioned 
by the Auckland Design Office at Auckland Council.  Workshops and talks will be held, and it will 
act as a place for people to ‘get their hands dirty’ during their lunch breaks. There will be no bee-
hives on site. 
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waitematā  local board 

The members of the Waitematā Local Board following the elections in October are as pictured below, 
from left to right: Vernon Tava, Rob Thomas, Pippa Coom (Chair), Mark Davey, Shale Chambers 
(Deputy Chair), Richard Northey and Adriana Christie.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Board can be contacted on 09 353 9654 or waitematalocalboard@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz  
They are located at 52 Swanson Street and the office is open Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5pm.  
The Board encourages all those who live in the area to get involved in the decisions they make.   
You can find information at www.Facebook.com/waitemata and by receiving their eBulletin. 
 
Board business meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month from 2pm at the Board office.   
The next meeting is on Tuesday 13 December. 

    9 

  

 

 
 
 

The community fridge in Griffiths Garden offers free food to those in need and operates 24 hours a day.  
It is a pilot until Christmas.  Feedback so far is that this is a marvellous idea which can only grow, and 
should be replicated many times elsewhere. 
 

It’s the initiative of zero waste blogger Amanda Chapman and the Love Food, Hate Waste project, and 
aims to not only feed the hungry but reduce food waste. 
 

People can leave their excess garden produce, tinned or dried goods in the fridge, and commercial baker-
ies and cafes are encouraged to donate items which would normally be thrown away. Anyone can help 
themselves. Volunteers check the fridge twice a day to make sure that all food is safe to eat. 
 

The fridge came from Auckland Council's inorganic collection and was repaired by Resource Rescue. 

Amanda Chapman and the fridge: photo - New Zealand Herald 

Community Fridge 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

week of peace 14 - 20 november 
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The city centre saw a number of “Week of Peace” activities during 14 - 20 November,  coordi-
nated by Auckland Peace Action, protesting against the arms expo at the Viaduct Events Centre 
and the presence of warships in the harbour.  APA’s view is that if huge amounts of money were 
not spent on preparing for war, it could be used in much more beneficial ways. 



   
 

hoggin in the limelight 
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Like drifts of snow, hoggin blanketing the berms on Greys Avenue.  

 David Hofer 

From the “little-known-facts-about-the-city-centre-file” comes the unusual case of “hoggin.” 
 
And no, it is not a reference to hoggin’ the limelight in the manner of a US president-elect, a prime 
minister’s son, the Kardashians breakfast menu or Auckland real estate prices.  
 
There is also no bacon implication either – oink oink! Nor is there any confusion with the famous 
Scottish delicacy that also begins with an ‘H’. 
 
The word “hoggin” (noun) actually belongs to a curious material used for landscape ground sur-
faces – in particular pathways – but also to beautify and protect the trees on a few lucky berms. 
  
It has the appearance of snow from a distance but is actually a buff colour and it looks like cat litter 
up close yet it feels like fine gravel. Wikipedia tells us that hoggin is “a compactable groundcover 
composed of a mixture of clay, gravel and sand or granite dust that produces a buff-coloured bound 
surface.” Further research also suggests it’s made from limestone. 
 
And hoggin is in the limelight at present while Auckland Council’s cousin Auckland Transport and 
their contractors spend weeks deliberating over its suitability for the berms of Greys Avenue. So if 
you would like to experience hoggin for yourself, take a wander up Greys Avenue with its summer 
canopy of plane trees. There you will see freshly in(stalled) hoggin from half way up the avenue! 
  
The suitability tests may go on for some time but all going well, hoggin will be hogging the rest of 
the berms soon and perhaps the berms of more city streets in the future.  



  
Karapu pānui Māori - Te reo Māori reading group 
Mondays 5.30pm - 6.30pm, Te Marama Room 
Ma te kakau me te matā e whaoa. Through our combined efforts we will achieve success.  
This group is aimed at adult learners, reading material is supplied. 
All welcome – from beginners to more advanced. 
 
Adult colouring club 
Thursday 8 December 10.30am - 11.30am 
This is a fun free activity for anyone to enjoy in the inner city.  It provides a great medium to reduce stress,  
socialise, and help your brain focus.  Bring your own colouring book and equipment or give it a go using the  
colouring pencils and images supplied. 
 
Waiata with Wairaka 
Thursday 8 December 11am, ground floor children’s area 
Enjoy a special waiata/singing session with our whanau/family.  All welcome. 
 
Hour of code 
Saturday 10 December 2pm - 3pm, ground floor 
Auckland Libraries is joining in on the largest learning event in history: The Hour of Code:™ a nationwide  
initiative by Computer Science Education Week and Code.org to introduce millions of kids to one hour of  
computer science and computer programming.  The basics help nurture creativity and problem-solving skills,  
and prepare children for any future career. 
 
Old & New: Recent additions to Sir George Grey Special Collections 
Exhibition until 28 February, Level 2 
Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm, weekends 10am - 4pm 
This exhibition showcases a selection of material added over the past few years to our book, zine, manuscript, 
photograph, ephemera and map collections, and also includes a small number of books which have been pub-
lished using material found in Sir George Grey Special Collections. 
 
The Great Summer Read 
1 December - 30 January 
We’ve set 15 fun reading challenges. Complete one or more and be in to win books, vouchers, Kobo Aura 2 
eReaders and tickets to Auckland’s hottest shows and attractions. 
 
Tabletop adventures  
Thursdays from 19 January, 5pm - 8pm Level 1, Te Marama Room 
Staff will be hosting and GM’ing tabletop sessions.  Ideal ages are 15 and up, however we can make exceptions.  
No prior experience is required, and all resources are supplied.  We will largely be using the D20 Pathfinder  
system. However we are open to suggestions and requests if there is demand for another system, or type of game.  
Attendees are also welcome to GM their own games in the space provided. 
BYO snacks.  RSVP recommended: jarrod.wakefield.auk@gmail.com or Clayton 021 107 0295 
 
Mondays 10am films on level 2 selected by the rough sleeping community. 
 
 

central library 
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 auckland art gallery 
 

   
 
Ann Shelton - Dark Matter 
Dark Matter is an exploration of the lens-based practice of  
Ann Shelton in which time, place, narrative, trauma and female 
authorship unfold in shifting and destabilising ways.  
Drawing on 20 years of practice and major bodies of work 
including Redeye, Public Places, once more from the street 
and in a forest, this survey show also includes new work 
created in the studio that reveals Shelton’s ability to uncover 
the unseen and overlooked histories and bring them into 
the light of day. 
 
 
 
 
Lee Mingwei and his Relations - The Art of Participation 
Until March 
 

Mending, letter writing, sleeping and receiving the 
gift of song are just some of the ways you can experi-
ence Lee Mingwei and His Relations: The Art of Par-
ticipation, a new exhibition by one of the world’s 
most engaging international contemporary artists.  
Developed by Mami Kataoka for Mori Art Museum, 
Tokyo, this is the first time Lee’s work has been  
experienced in Auckland and is the largest retrospec-
tive of the artist’s practice in the southern hemisphere. 

 
 
 

 
The Māori Portraits: Gottfried Lindauer’s New Zealand  
Until 19 February 
 
Exp lore Aotearoa New Zealand’s rich history through more than 
120 historical portraits of Māori and Pākehā by our most prolific 
professional colonial painter, Gottfried Lindauer. See up close 
ancestral figures painted in razor-sharp detail and view paintings 
depicting Māori life from the late 1800s to early 1900s New 
Zealand. Learn about the artist’s early days in Bohemia, his  
artistic developments in New Zealand, and the close relationships 
he built with patrons and those he photographed and painted. 
Discover how the artist contributed to the significance of 
portraiture in New Zealand and learn what his work means 
for us today. 
 
January holiday workshops Tues 17 - Fri 27 January, $18 - $36 
With the summer holidays fast approaching, book now for the popular art-making workshops for 
children aged 5–13. These holidays, current exhibitions The Māori Portraits, To All New Arrivals 
and Limbo will be explored. 
 
 
 

Auckland Art Gallery is open daily 10am - 5pm www.aucklandartgallery.com 
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Image courtesy of the artist  

Image courtesy of Mori Art Museum, Tokyo  



 

buskers festival 

Auckland International Buskers Festival: 27 – 30 January 2017  
from 12pm daily 

Viaduct Harbour and City Centre Waterfront 
 
Enjoy a range of performances this Auckland Anniversary Weekend, including contortion, acrobat-
ics, hula hooping, juggling, daredevil stunt work, slapstick comedy, unicycling, illusion, jump rope 
(and even fire-lighting of the derrière). 
 
The acts so far include: 
Quatuor Stomp - A four-man comedy circus troupe from Canada, whose show brings an eclectic 
range of skills together from acrobatics to playing with fire. 
Alakazam “The Human Knot” - This jaw-dropping contortionist has performed in over 36 coun-
tries with his fast-paced, humorous and often risky performances. 
Duke Dreamer - An absurd and delightful performer, Duke transports audiences with his bizarre 
illusions, daring stunts and kooky humour.  
Mat Ricardo -The UK’s most successful juggler presents a quirky skill set with genuine danger, 
dexterous tricks and some of the best juggling audiences can see. 
Jamey Mossengren - Jamey’s sky-high balancing skills have made him a 7-time world champion 
unicyclist! Honed over 26 years, his incredible talents make for a very exciting live show. 
 
Night show line-ups are in Market Square in the Viaduct Harbour on Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 
7.30pm.  Locations are spread across the waterfront and include: Wynyard Quarter, Market Square, 
Viaduct Harbour, Princes Wharf, Queens Wharf and Lower Queen Street.  
 
www.aucklandbuskersfestival.co.nz 
Proudly brought to you by Auckland Council, Panuku Development Auckland and Crackerjack Promotions.   
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Myers Park Medley Sunday 26 February, 12 noon - 5pm 
 

This free, family-friendly event will be running again, partnering with the Music in Parks series 
and featuring Sal Valentine & The Babyshakes, Esther Stephens & The Means, Kong Fooey, 
Hopetoun Brown and The Blackbird Ensemble: Carnivale. 


