
Purpose: To represent and advocate for all Auckland city centre residents to Auckland Council and other relevant 
agencies/organisation.  The purpose of such representation is to make known the concerns of residents, to work for the best 
possible living environment and to support community building in the City Centre. 
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Are you a local resident interested in knowing more about what is going on, 

concerned about an issue, or just want to make a contribution to building the 

neighbourhood? 

There’s a newsletter – facebook – instagram – twitter – neighbourly - a website 

packed full of information – meetings – representation - signing up is easy  

Have a chat to someone from the group here tonight 

We want to make the city centre the best it can be for all residents 

City Centre Resident’s Group    PO Box 106667, Auckland 1143   

www.ccrg.org.nz  

info@ccrg.org.nz  

 @cityaklccrg  

 @aklccrg 

 @aklccrg 

http://www.ccrg.org.nz/
http://www.ccrg.org.nz/
mailto:info@ccrg.org.nz
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CCRG invited all those standing for Council or Local Board in the Waitematā Local Board area to come and 

attend tonight and to provide some information prior – here’s what we received. 

Ward Councillor Candidates  
 

Pippa Coom 
 
I am currently Chair of the Waitematā Local Board with portfolio responsibilities for Transport and Planning & Heritage. Following a 
legal career, in early 2009, I became a full-time volunteer in the community involved with cycling advocacy, community 
development and sustainability. I was first elected to the Local Board in 2010. I work full-time representing the City Centre and 
central suburbs of Auckland.   
 I am standing to be the next Councillor for the Waitematā and Gulf ward.  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
In 2020 Auckland Council will be approving a refreshed City Centre Masterplan.  It is critical that the plan sets a direction for 
improving the quality of city centre living through a focus on elements such as increased open spaces, mode shift (increased PT 
and active transport), pedestrianisation and people-centred urban design.  
 As a governing body member I will be working with the Mayor and councillors to ensure the final masterplan represents the best 
possible outcome for city centre residents.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
TRANPORT & ACCESS – I will be working in support of:  
Safe and appropriate speeds throughout the city centre 
Increased pedestrianisation 
Car-free Queen Street 
Implementation of Access for Everyone (allocating space in the city centre for pedestrians, cyclists, public realm, and business 
services and delivery) 
Tactical urbanism trials that are implemented quickly and effectively to show the possibilities of people-focused streets 
The installation of a network of cycle lanes suitable for all forms of micro mobility 
Prioritisation of footpaths for walking 
Route optimisation to speed up trips for active modes 
Urgent safety improvements focused on locations with growing residential populations (eg Victoria Quarter) 
Moves towards a zero emissions area 
Improved public transport infrastructure 
End of trip facilities such as secure, covered bike parking, toilets and showers. 
These initiatives will provide better connectivity in the city centre, increase safe, healthy transport options and help tackle harmful 
air pollution. 
 

 Mike Lee 
 
 Mike Lee is the councillor for Waitematā & Gulf, representing this ward since the establishment of the ‘Super City’ in 2010. Prior 
to that, he served in the Auckland Regional Council – from 2004 to 2010 as its chairman. Mike made major contributions to 
expanding the regional parks network, led the renaissance of rail in Auckland, including electrification. He opened Queens Wharf 
to the public (It was Mike who first called it ‘The Peoples’ Wharf’), began the urban renewal of the Wynyard Quarter, including the 
popular heritage trams. Prior to service in local government Mike served as a merchant navy officer. 
 Mike is an active conservationist, holding an MSc degree in conservation biology. Mike resides on Waiheke but lived in an inner 
city apartment from 2000 to 2006, giving him a good understanding of the attractions and challenges of inner city living. He is 
currently working with Albert Street small businesses impacted by delays to the CRL to obtain financial redress. An outspoken 
advocate for a heavy rail connection to Auckland Airport, Mike is a critic of the ‘Super City’ and its CCOs for poor decision-making, 
wasteful spending of ratepayers’ money and lack of accountability. Mike is the chair of the council’s heritage Advisory Panel and is 
the author of the critically acclaimed book ‘Navigators & Naturalists – French exploration of New Zealand and the South Seas’ -
1769-1924’.  
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What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
 
The most important decision would be to deal with homelessness, getting those Aucklanders, currently rough sleeping, off the 
streets, out of doorways and into decent shelter.  That is why I am actively supporting ‘The Nest’ (Night Emergency Shelter Trust) 
project and will advocate that the council supports it.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
HOMES AND PLACES - Provide sufficient public (places) and spaces that are inclusive, accessible and contribute to urban living. 
 The waterfront and harbour is precious open space for central city residents. I am a s274 party in the Environment Court alongside 
the City Centre Residents Group, opposing the so-called ‘dolphins for berthing oversize cruise ships at Queens Wharf. In 2017 I 
achieved the opening of the heritage station at Parnell, providing easy one-stop access from Britomart to the Auckland Domain for 
inner city residents. As the chair of the Auckland Domain Committee I have initiated an ecological restoration programme in the 
Domain to suppress high rat and possum numbers and bring back native birds to the inner city. I will campaign to progress the 
long-delayed Headland Park on the Wynyard Point ‘tank farm’, first proposed by the Auckland Regional Council. Last but not least, 
inner city footpaths are crying out for maintenance and I am advocating for Auckland Transport to give much greater priority to 
repairing inner city footpaths. 
 

 Allan Matson 
 
 After a decade merchant banking, I retrained as an architect, before specialising in heritage. I have now worked as a heritage 
consultant for fifteen years and am continuously engaged with council bureaucracy through various submissions on consents and 
plans, both local and regional. I have had governance experience on the boards of NZ Historic Places Trust, Civic Trust Auckland 
and Heart of the City, and I am currently an appointed member of Auckland Council’s Heritage Advisory Panel.  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
The urban design changes happening in the city centre are generally positive, but they are also expensive, and largely irreversible 
or very expensive to change, so I think some review of the projects planned would be prudent from both a financial and urban 
design perspective.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
ENVIRONMENT AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 Within the direction to "ensure Auckland’s natural environment and cultural heritage is valued and cared for", I would seek to 
strengthen the protection of Auckland's historic heritage, and that would start with more comprehensive identification of heritage 
buildings in the city centre. 
  

Will Maxwell-Steele 
 
 Will is unable to attend the event but you can read more about him here and here. 
 

Sarah Trotman 
 
Sarah, ONZM has lived in Auckland Central for almost 30 years, including as an apartment dweller. She has raised her two children 
in Waitematā. Sarah is a respected business and community leader, a Trustee and Director and a celebrant. 
Sarah has been the driving force behind many major community, education, business and economic development initiatives for 
Auckland. For many years, she has been a strong advocate for residents in Waitematā. 
Sarah is an experienced and strategic senior leader, capable of addressing large and complex issues. As Trustee of a number of 
community organisations, including the Sir Peter Blake Trust and Leadership NZ, she has demonstrated her ability for respectful, 
robust discussion and associated leadership to ensure projects are delivered on time and within budget.  
Sarah’s 2017 Queen’s Honour was bestowed for services to Auckland community and business. 
https://www.facebook.com/sarahtrotman2  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/elections/information-for-voters/Pages/candidate-details.aspx?candidateId=1f4c7bfa-ebb6-4d1b-83e2-de6c8964da3e
http://www.waitemata.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/sarahtrotman2
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…Ward Councillor Candidates contd. 
 
There is no one critical decision that will improve the living environment for city centre residents. The critical action required is to 
ensure strong leadership across a number of complex issues from traffic flow and transport to placemaking and safety in our city. 
These complex issues have a range of diverse stakeholders that are impacted and need to be heard and properly consulted.  
 
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
BELONGING AND PARTICIPATION 
Is an important aspect of the Auckland Plan and one that directly impacts city centre residents. Fostering an inclusive city where all 
residents feel proud of and care about their city is an important aspect of a world class city.  The good work of Lifewise and the 
Auckland City Mission with their Housing First model, the establishment of Merge Café and Heart of the City’s work with the street 
community are excellent examples of sustainable opportunities for all to feel they belong and can live quality lives in our city. 
Sarah is also standing for the Local Board.   

 

 

Waitematā Local Board Candidates 

 
 
Gael Baldock 
 
 Born in Ngamotu, Taranaki, I studied Sociology and Anthropology at Massey then I came to Auckland to study Architecture. I've 
lived in Herne Bay, Kingsland, Mt Eden, a warehouse in the city, an apartment in Parnell and now on the border of Grey Lynn and 
Westmere. After an accident, I became unable to sit over a computer or to lift materials for large concrete sculptures, I'd been 
making. I turned back to social sciences and became an activist for protection of heritage and trees. My ability to read plans and 
understand their implications resulted in me attending monthly Board meeting to challenge decisions being made without 
understanding the consequences to the level where the deputy chair said he relied on me to tell him the details. Unfortunately, 
the Board was made up of mostly one political party resulting in a lack of discussion and community engagement. Feeling unheard 
as an activist by current process I decided to try and affect change from the inside.  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
On a wish list the items are usually pretty, shiny or sexy. So this isn't a wish list, its practical and sensible, well actually it's rather 
shitty. The most critical decision for Auckland Council is to provide the infrastructure needed for the intended intensification. We 
have to stop the spill off from the combined sewer/storm water from reaching our harbour. 
 This isn't just to keep the 'clean-green' touristy image, it's just the most practical way for human beings to live, not in our own 
excreta. This is a project that has been put off by Council after Council. The current administration even tried to combine the 
overflow into one large pipe and pump it under the Harbour Bridge in the stealth of the night, but luckily public stopped that 
through the Environment Court.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
BELONGING AND PARTICIPATION 
 Our sanity relies on our sense of belonging, without it our mental health suffers. So how do we shape a city into a community 
where everyone feels a sense of belonging? 
 We have to start with the fact that the population is diverse, therefore we need many sources of engagement where different 
people will get that sense. Diversity is the key! 
 We need places of solitude and reflection - parks and gardens, water movement and bird song, sea observation and seating areas 
for contemplation or sun soaking. We need a city of opportunities of meeting and interaction. We need places for activity - 
entertainment and for gathering, exercise and play for children and adults by variety in sports, from mainstream to quirky and 
specialty, and activities, from opera to movies, light installations to flash mobs, art galleries to cabaret, burlesque to bowls, music 
to street performance, guilder tours to beekeeping, gardening to yoga, bingo to bridge, pentanque to soccer, dog walking to 
jogging, speedway to volleyball.   
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Alex Bonham 
 
I have lived in Waitematā for over a decade, starting in the central city, then Ponsonby and now Grey Lynn. I love the libraries, the 
cafes, the beaches, the theatre and the diversity – of people, of buildings, of things to see and do – of the city and its inner 
suburbs. I enjoy bicycling (downhill at speed), singing with my local choir and reading. My husband runs a dog walking business 
from home, and my children go to Richmond Road School, where I am a member of the Board of Trustees. 
 My background is in publishing (Hachette), and theatre. I directed Jennifer Ward-Lealand and Bruce Phillips in COPENHAGEN at 
Tapac in 2012. I am now doing my doctorate in the Playful City at Auckland University. 
 I know Auckland well. I have been a walking tour guide here for many years and my research takes Auckland as a case study and 
covers urban planning, geography, local history, spatial design, law, innovation, play, performance theory, biology, neuroscience 
and the arts. I am passionate about cities, am a member of Women in Urbanism, read Greater Auckland blog, and agree 
wholeheartedly with Jane Jacobs observation that "cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, only because, 
and only when, they are created by everybody." I am an advocate for children and youth to have space to play and I manage a 
Facebook page "Alex's City for Children" to share ideas about child-friendly cities. As the city evolves I feel strongly that we need to 
set aside space for nature, for people, for quality of life.  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
I think the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make is to act upon the Climate Action Framework in the full spirit of the 
plan. This would have to involve non-sprawl planning and greater densification. To do this in a way that enhances quality of life 
requires child-friendly urban planning, great shared spaces, youth hubs and transport options. A City Vision Local Board would  
support local initiatives that help mitigate climate change, reduce waste and pollution and improve quality of life to residents. We 
would also advocate for the bus fleet to be electrified, the cycle network to be completed and for more walkable streets. We 
would push for the linear park, Mayoral Drive underpass and High St pedestrianisation projects to be completed.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
BELONGING AND PARTICIPATION: Foster an inclusive Auckland where everyone belongs 
 I would seek to foster an inclusive Auckland where everyone belongs, and where everyone can contribute and make a difference. 
Deepening relationships and growing networks across local business, residents and youth of Waitematā so that the board can 
encourage and support initiatives, while continually increasing our knowledge and aspirations of how our communities can survive 
and thrive in a quickly changing world will be key. 

 
Roger Burton 
 
 Over the last 30 years or so, I have been privileged to serve on the Boards of 10 companies; and have gained extensive 
international Financial Services; Corporate Governance/Risk Management and Performance Improvement Consulting experience. 
 Educated at St. Kentigern College, Auckland University, Harvard Business School and the great school of life learning, as a 12 year 
old, I started my working life as a box boy for my local supermarket. Since then I’ve been a truck driver, house painter, waiter,  
flying instructor, farmed on Waiheke, merchant banker, run my own businesses and been fortunate to have worked on the most 
amazing and interesting projects for clients in Asia/Pacific, UK and the US. It is now time for me to give back.  
I believe that I bring the right balance of knowledge, skills and experience to add value to the Waitematā Local Board and I also 
bring the PASSION to help fix the problems facing our wonderful city. 
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
To Get Auckland Moving. Council needs to reduce road congestion, provide adequate parking and safe reliable public 
transport.  To achieve this Council must gain back greater control of Auckland Transport by appointing 2 suitably qualified 
Councillors to the Board of AT so as to get AT to improve their consultation and decision-making processes; and force AT to work 
with Council’s Urban Designers to better address Auckland’s congestion problems. 
 I will work with the Council, AT and all the Business and Residents Associations in the Waitematā Local Board area to help build 
stronger engagement among all road and transport users and get Auckland Transport and Council’s planners to more effectively 
prioritise people and business movements across Auckland.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
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OPPORTUNITY AND PROSPERITY 
 The one that most resonates with me because of my 15 years of performance improvement consulting experience is opportunity 
and prosperity. The biggest issue with this outcome is getting people to listen and accept that there are many ways to develop 
skills, talents and attitudes; and to not to just forget about what has worked in the past and to want to replace it with something 
new. Outcomes require balance of all good things.  With my experience I will be a strong advocate and will work with Council, the 
Waitematā Local Board, Business, the Community and the respective Associations to help create the conditions for a resilient 
economy achieved through innovation, employment growth and increased productivity. 
   

Josh Doubtfire 
 
 I am a Freemans Bay local of 15 years, university student standing up to see common sense change in our city. I have a passion for 
my community and I seek better value for our rates visible efficient from council. I’m a former Western Springs College student, a 
local baristas with experience on school boards, leadership and governance. 
 I want proper consultation from council with locals on projects around transport and planning. I strongly believe that the safety of 
our CBD should be a paramount concern to council. We should feel safe walking downtown, less anti-social behaviour, have 
cleaner streets and grow the nightlife economy. Being young I want to bring a future focus perspective to community issues to 
have a sustainable environment, efficient transport and better growth for our city. 
 Addressing safety concerns is one of the most critical actions council can do. We need a city centre we can walk through and enjoy 
safely. There is a huge opportunity for the CBD night economy to flourish but people need to feel safe being in town. The heart of 
our city should be vibrant without the anti-social behaviour we see each week. The council should work with bars and police to 
better manage the use of alcohol in the city.    
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
In recent years population growth has impacted our environment as there is a lack of proper infrastructure to cope with increasing 
wastewater. The Waitematā Harbour receives over 100 times per year overflow from our sewage and storm water system. I would 
advocate the dire need to continue and speed development of the separation of our waste and storm waters to make local 
beaches swimmable. We need proper separation of our waste and storm water to stop the outflow of pollutants into our water. I 
would support the central interceptor and the addition of local interceptors across St Marys Bay to increase our water capacity in 
the area. I’d work with Watercare to allocate funds to provide additional piping to separate wastewater which would otherwise 
flow to the sea. Targets would be set for local board to ensure safe water quality and measure the amounts of discharges into the 
harbour in order to limit them. Council would need to meet these guidelines or more infrastructure would be needed to do so. We 
need to protect our environment by investing in smart infrastructure that negates the negative effects of our growing population 
on the environment. 

 
Glenda Fryer 
 
 I’ve lived in Beaumont Quarter for 7 years with my husband Shale Chambers, and two of our children living with us who have only 
just ‘left home’. Our apartment complex of 253 dwellings was an ‘exemplar’ of intense urban living when it was built about 18 
years ago.  
 I will bring experience to the Local Board.  I served as an Auckland City Councillor for nine years including Chair of its Planning 
Committee, and current Local Board member, leading in Parks and Local economic development. I listen and know how to get 
things done, and can call CCOs to account, yet also work with them, in the complex system of Auckland’s local government.  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
There is no ‘one critical decision’ the Local Board can make.  There are multiple decisions and it’s getting integrated decision-
making by multiple decisions making CCOs, Auckland Council and Government agencies that is the key.   As your Local Board 
representative I will advocate getting the best pedestrian, urban design and people friendly outcomes on the new Linear Park, the 
new public space by the Ferry Buildings, Headland Park, Wellesley St bus lanes, getting traffic flowing, completion of cycle-
network, getting Quay Street working properly, keeping businesses alive and providing services to our community during all this 
change, actively addressing homelessness.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
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… Waitematā Local Board Candidates contd... 
 
BELONGING AND PARTICIPATION: Improve health and wellbeing for all Aucklanders by reducing harm and disparities in 
opportunities 
 I will ensure on-going funding for Ellen Melville programme delivery. Like celebrating Samoan Language Day, EID Festival, Matariki 
Tuhaha, Womens Day, NZ Music Month, Dance Day.  We’ll also partner again with Gene Now Financial Literacy at the Centre to 
teach people how to prepare budget friendly, nutritious meals, making free lunches for the community in partnership with Love 
Food Hate Waste.   
 Albert, Myers and Victoria Park are the open spaces where we and our families go for events and recreation so they need to be 
kept clean, welcoming and safe yet challenging. 
 In ‘reducing harm and disparities in opportunities’, I will actively ensure funding for responding to emerging needs and issues of 
the city centre homeless community will include the City Street Guardians programme and the Lifewise Housing Help Centre.  

 
 Graeme Gunthorp 
 
 I am a Freemans Bay resident and born-and-bred Aucklander, and I’m passionate about making our city a more efficient, beautiful, 
safer, friendlier and inclusive place.  
 I know that transport and housing are two of the most important issues for our community, and I have the enthusiasm and 
professional experience to help mend them.  
In my corporate life, I am a Senior Asset Manager overseeing $500m of shopping centres around New Zealand. I manage a diverse 
team and I know that consultation and communication are paramount in aligning viewpoints. I am always forward-looking and 
innovative, seeking opportunities to improve from the status quo, while adhering to best practice in governance, operations, and 
health & safety. 
My wife and I spent the majority of our 20s living in London, where I observed how integrated transport networks defined cities, 
enabling choice for citizens, and freed up capacity on the roads for those who want or need to drive. Auckland has the opportunity 
to create such a system, and it will take strong leadership and proactivity to ensure Auckland Transport delivers on their promises.  
I aim to help build strong communities based around safety for all, inclusive events, celebrating diversity and ensuring great urban 
design in the public realm. I have both the technical skills and the human understanding that is required for this role, and I am 
committed to making our community better and more equitable.   
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
The Safer Speeds program is a major topic, within Council, the media and the public. It’s important that strong logical arguments 
are put forward by local representatives that highlight the need for our city streets to be de-tuned from defacto highways into 
people spaces.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
TRANSPORT AND ACCESS: Better connect people, places, goods and services. 
 The city centre is the beating heart of the region and the country. Enabling car-free access will change the focus of city streets, 
improving the lifestyle of all residents and visitors. 
 I will be advocating hard from day 1 for the conversion of Queen Street to a transit mall, starting with immediate trials following 
the re-opening of Albert Street. 
 I will also promote shared spaces implementation In the western and southern quarters of the city centre, bringing public spaces 
to those who live and work in the area. 
 

Kerrin Leoni 
 
I have been residing in the city centre for more than ten years and have two years old twins. I have the hands on experience to 
recommend positive change for families living in the CBD. 
My Iwi are Ngaitakoto, Ngati Kuri and Ngati Paoa. I believe providing Maori cultural advice and developing relationships with Mana 
Whenua are critical in the Waitematā. My current governance roles include chair and founder of Mana Aroha Charitable 
Organisation providing global opportunities for youth, and Co-Chair of Violent Free Communities. 
With almost 20 years management experience in the social services sector I believe I have the skills and attributes to represent the 
community well in the Waitematā. 
I am passionate about providing outstanding community services for Aucklanders including housing, education, and addressing 
poverty.  
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What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
I strongly believe homelessness needs to be addressed urgently in the City Centre. I understand that the council are currently 
working in partnership with The Auckland City Mission and Life wise, however immediate action should be taken where space 
available in the CBD could be used to provide shelter and additional social services can be put in place to ensure the health and 
emotional needs are met.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
MAORI IDENTITY AND WELLBEING 
I will work with local Iwi and Maori community groups to develop MOU’s to promote Maori success innovation and enterprise. This 
will be shaped with a co-design approach of engagement with Maori across the City Centre and will also include engagements with 
Maori who are homeless and involved in other community groups. 
 Recognising and providing for Te Tiriti o Waitangi will also be another priority – using my own existing relationships and co 
designing with key stakeholders community groups to shape up what the most effective form of raising the awareness and 
implementing the treaty principles in everyday life City Centre. 
 

Keith McConnell 
 
 I am a graduate of Otago University with a degree in Finance and a lengthy commercial career including CEO of a number of mid-
sized companies, Chair of Industrial Research (a Crown Entity), Rubbish Direct (rubbish collection) and Kaon Security (cyber 
security) among others. For full details see my LinkedIn profile https://www.linkedin.com/in/keith-mcconnell-37113317/. 
 I moved to Auckland 20 years ago and have lived in Parnell with my partner Sue for all of this time. I have three adult children. 
 I am now semi-retired and wish to use my time, skills and experience in the governance of the Local Board.  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
The most important decisions are how to manage the activity disruption (residential construction, City Rail Link, roadworks and 
Americas Cup) that the city centre residents are dealing with. I will influence those decisions by liaising with the Ward Councillor, 
City Centre Residents Group, City Centre Advisory Group and Heart of the City as well as individual residents to ensure that their 
concerns and views are considered by Council.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
HOMES AND PLACES 
 I would influence progress by liaising with the Ward Councillor, City Centre Residents Group, City Centre Advisory Group and Heart 
of the City as well as individual residents to ensure that their concerns and views are considered. 
 

Richard Northey 
 
 I am currently a Member of the Waitemata Local Board, where I hold the portfolios of Arts,Culture and Events and am the deputy 
for Community and Facilities.  I live with my wife Robyn in an apartment, the same one as Emily’s, in Hereford Street, off 
Karangahape Road.  We are members of the Central City Residents Group.  When I was Chair of the Auckland District Council of 
Social Services I was the founding chair of the Central City Network of community agencies, meeting monthly at the Ellen Melville 
centre.  I am Chair of the Auckland Community Housing Trust, the Problem Gambling Foundation and Labour’s Infrastructure and 
Environment Policy Committee and Deputy-Chair of the University of Auckland Society.  I have be en a University Lecturer, an MP, 
an Auckland Councillor and run a Public and Voluntary Sector Consultancy.  
What is the most critical decision for Auckland Council to make in 2020 that will improve the living environment for city centre 
residents and what will you do to influence that decision? 
The Auckland Council needs to make decisions that will lead to making its strategic outcome on homelessness, “to make 
homelessness rare, brief and non-recurring” a practical reality. This will involve a coherent set of decisions. They should include: to 
enhance assertive outreach to rough sleepers in the city centre,  to assist agencies applying the Housing First programme, enable 
and assist in the provision of a temporary shelter for rough sleepers in the city centre, expedite Housing New Zealand, Lifewise and 
other agencies provide housing for homeless people with wrap around support services, and get back into its traditional role of 
providing pensioner housing in our Board area to help cope with a tidal wave of impoverished older adults that is likely to 
eventuate in Auckland.  I have ensured that these issues and proposals have been included in this year’s top five 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/keith-mcconnell-37113317/
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advocacy positions in its presentation to the governing body of Council on its Annual Plan. I would seek to make these submissions 
more assertively and persistently if I was re-elected to The Board and to increase our own budgeted programmes to deal to help 
with homelessness. 
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.   TRANSPORT AND ACCESS: Maximise safety and environmental protection. 
 I will continue to advocate to Auckland Transport for slower maximum vehicle speed limits in the central city, better and safer 
footpaths, cycleways to be used by both bikes and scooters, pedestrianisation of Queen Street and replacing diesel buses with 
electric vehicles. 
 

Julie Sandilands 
 
 I am a local business owner, a writer and a sustainability expert, with qualifications in engineering, business and science. 
 Auckland needs to transition to become a city of the future, and it needs to do that in a way that improves the health and 
wellbeing of everyone who lives here. We can transform Auckland into a city with faster commutes, more connected communities, 
less car dependence, more beautiful streets, and healthier, happier people. We're moving in the right direction, but slowly. 
A commitment to the vision of the city Auckland needs to become is the most critical decision Auckland will (WILL!!) make in 2020. 
We can get there by:  
Making public transport so cheap and reliable it becomes the obvious choice, no matter who you are, where you live or where 
you’re going. 
Making Auckland 100% cyclable, with safe streets and zero road fatalities no matter your chosen mode of transportation. 
Making public spaces beautiful, desirable locations to spend time in, to connect communities, reduce isolation and improve the 
mental and physical health of those living here. 
Invigorating the local economy by supporting and promoting local businesses that provide maximum value to their communities 
(by sourcing local inputs and providing products/services that contribute to the wellbeing of the community). 
Ensuring economic and social prosperity is achieved for all Aucklanders by effective community participation and concentrating 
effort where there is most need. 
Expanding the offerings of our public spaces as a source of physical wellbeing. Public cricket, soccer, and rugby fields are great, but 
cater only to a subset of the population. We can get more people into sport by consulting with the community and diversifying 
what Auckland has to offer. 
I will fight for these and other measures that improve the health and wellbeing for all Aucklanders and reduce disparities in 
opportunities. 
The Auckland Council needs to make decisions that will lead to making its strategic outcome on homelessness, “to make 
homelessness rare, brief and non-recurring” a practical reality.  This will involve a coherent set of decisions. They should include: to 
enhance assertive outreach to rough sleepers in the city centre,  to assist agencies applying the Housing First programme, enable 
and assist in the provision of a temporary shelter for rough sleepers in the city centre, expedite Housing New Zealand, Lifewise and 
other agencies provide housing for homeless people with wrap around support services, and get back into its traditional role of 
providing pensioner housing in our Board area to help cope with a tidal wave of impoverished older adults that is likely to 
eventuate in Auckland. 
 I have ensured that these issues and proposals have been included in this year’s top five advocacy positions in its presentation to 
the governing body of Council on its Annual Plan. I would seek to make these submissions more assertively and persistently if I was 
re-elected to The Board and to increase our own budgeted programmes to deal to help with homelessness.  
Select one outcome and direction from the Auckland Plan 2050 that you would advocate to Auckland Council and tell us how you 
will influence progression on that outcome.    
TRANSPORT AND ACCESS: Maximise safety and environmental protection. 
 I will continue to advocate to Auckland Transport for slower maximum vehicle speed limits in the central city, better and safer 
footpaths, cycleways to be used by both bikes and scooters, pedestrianisation of Queen Street and replacing diesel buses with 
electric vehicles. 
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ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO VOTE BY TALKING ABOUT WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN, READ 
AND HEARD 
 
LOCAL BODY POLITICS DO MATTER, THEY SHAPE OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS AND 
DAILY LIVES 
 
CONNECT WITH CCRG – The City Centre Residents Group 
 
 


