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Auckland City Centre Resident’s Group 

 
 

AUCKLAND CITY CENTRE RESIDENTS’ ELECTION FORUM 
St. Mathew in the City Auckland 

Thursday 7 September: 6.00 – 8.00 p.m. 
 

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS 

 

The Central Government – Local Government Relationship 

Auckland is where 1/3 of the country’s population now resides.  The city is the epi-centre of significant 

decision-making including those requiring substantial support and funding from central government.  

As a potential representative of central government for Auckland Central, what specific steps will you take 

to enhance the relationship with Auckland Council for the benefit of the city centre residents?  

 

 

Transport in the City Centre 

It is not possible to represent any Aucklander without having a specific position on transport.   

As city centre residents we have elected to avoid the grind of commuting, but decisions to get Auckland 

moving have a direct impact given that those who reside here are often trapped within the city centre due to 

grid lock in other areas of Auckland.  

What public transport solutions will you fund, and advocate for in the next term of government, to 

ameliorate the traffic gridlock and associated environment damage/economic cost this causes in Auckland? 

 

 

Alcohol in the City Centre 

Excessive use of alcohol and its attendant problems of noise, violence, property damage and poor health are 

one of the biggest issues for city centre residents.  The recent Auckland Council alcohol policy hearings 

decided against a reduction in closing time from 4.00 a.m. for on licenses.  This was despite robust appeals 

from residents, police and health authorities.  There was however recognition of the role retail off licenses 

play in the abuse of alcohol including for “pre-loading” hence the current ban on new off licenses will 

continue for two more years. 

What specific changes would you support the implementation of to reduce the well documented harmful 

and costly outcomes from excessive alcohol consumption in the city centre? 
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City Centre Schooling 

Someone once said that the success of an intense urban neighbourhood will be characterised by how it 

responds to the needs of children.  The Auckland city centre population will soon reach 50,000 and has 

significant diversity of age and ethnicity.  Census statistics indicate an exodus out of the neighbourhood of 

families when children get to school age.  

As the potential central government representative post the election, what will you be doing to address the 

need for locally based schooling with the Auckland city centre community? 

 

Homelessness in the City Centre 

The impact of a lack of affordable housing and appropriate health care are more visible in the city centre 

neighbourhood than any other area of New Zealand.  

Given that health and social housing are a central government responsibility funded through our taxes, 

what specific steps will you take to ensure that no person is left to sleep on the streets of Auckland’s city 

centre for the winter of 2018 and beyond? 

 

Unit Titles Act 2010 and Residential Tenancies Act 1986 

A large proportion of locals are renting their apartments and are subject to the Residential Tenancies Act 1986 

that provide for uncertain tenancies in a competitive market.  Others are exposed to the vagaries of being a 

body corporate members which exposes them to poor management, poor financial decisions, poor 

professional advice and are often being ‘farmed’ by those in the property sector whose incomes depend on 

such practises. 

What changes in the Residential Tenancies Act 1986 will you support that will provide better protection to 

residential tenants and what changes will you advocate for in the Unit Titles Act that will require 

professional registration and accountability for all sectors of the New Zealand property market. 

 

Questions from the Floor 

The Moderator will take questions from the floor and each candidate will have two minutes to respond to the 

same question.  

 

Candidate Statement 

At the end of questions, each candidate will be able to speak freely to the audience, on any matter,  for two 

minutes each.  
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