
Purpose: To represent and advocate for all Auckland city centre residents to Auckland Council and other relevant 
agencies/organisation.  The purpose of such representation is to make known the concerns of residents, to work for the 
best possible living environment and to support community building in the central city. 
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                  ccrg.org.nz 
 

To: CCRG Committee 
BCC: CCRG Members 
 
City Centre Residents Group (CCRG) AGM:  AGENDA 

Monday, 6 November 2017 

Location: Elizabeth Yates Room, Ellen Melville Centre, Freyberg Place, Auckland City Centre 

Time: 6pm        
 
Present  
Apologies  
 
AGENDA 
 

1. Receive and confirm the minutes of the last CCRG AGM 23 August 2016 
2. Receive the Chair’s annual report  
3. Receive and approve the annual financial statement and report for the previous year, prepared by the 

Treasurer  
4. Establish any annual subscription for the following year 
5. Receive Nominations for, and Elect Committee for the next year, comprising up to ten members of the 

CCRG  
6. Appoint an auditor if so decided 
7. Annual Review CCRG Objectives and Policy Statements (see below) 
8. Possible Changes to the CCRG Rules (Constitution)- Over the next six months, the CCRG will be having 

discussions with different entities to find ways of improving resident access to the information and support 
the CCRG can offer. To assist with this work, we will be looking at whether we might require changes to 
our constitution to provide for different kinds of membership other than just as an individual. Possibilities 
include a Body Corporate category, given that most city centre residents live in apartment buildings. 
Another possibility is something like associate membership for areas that are within a Business 
Improvement District that have most of their area within the central city e.g. Karangahape Road. 
However, a lot of work still needs to be done on these possibilities so at this point the agenda item is for 
information only. Any such changes would require an EGM and special resolutions. 

9. Changes to the City Centre Targeted Rate for Residents 
10. EMC Open day 18 Nov 11-3 
11. Survey on the review of Auckland Council's Waste Management and Minimisation Plan. Survey by 1Nov 
12. Panuku and Eastern Viaduct Removal of Car Parking 
13. CCRG seeking an audience with the new Minister of Housing and Urban Development and Minister(s) of 

Transport 
14. Adopt position on Smoking in public places in the city centre: 

Recognising the fatal dangers of smoking (both active and passive), the CCRG supports moves by Auckland Council 
to make outdoor public areas such as parks and playgrounds smoke free, and other actions that support the goal of 
Smokefree Aotearoa 2025.  The benefits of smokefree environments include positive role modelling for youth, protecting 
non-smokers from second-hand smoke, encouraging stopping smoking and presenting a healthy community image. 

15. ADCOSS meeting update - AvR 
16. Homelessness. Night Shelter Petition and Council's Long-Term Plan: 

  
The CCRG have discussed this issue on a number of occasions but without a policy position it is not easy to form 
consistent responses. 
As background the following comments might be helpful –   

http://www.ccrg.org.nz/
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There have been homeless people living in central Auckland for years and generally these have been long term and often 
by choice. 
The recent levels of homelessness in Auckland, and other major urban centres, is unprecedented in modern New Zealand 
times. 
The reasons for this are both varied and confused with suggestions that we are experiencing nothing more dramatic than a 
speeding up of the normal movement of people from rural to urban areas. 
Others suggest that the main cause of this is that begging in busy urban streets is much more successful than in small 
rural villages – and that applies to those who do have homes. 
A considerable number view homelessness as a failure of national social systems, including the health system and 
particularly mental health. 
Many blame the high rate of immigration with inadequate infrastructure preparedness for the influx. 
Also in the mix is the inability of former (prior to 2010) Auckland local councils to agree on a development strategy for the 
region has exacerbated the above. 
  
The truth is likely to be a complicated mix of all factors with each impacting differently on every individual affected. 
  
What we do know is that responsibility for developing, implementing, funding and monitoring policy around housing, health 
and social issues sits squarely with central government. 
These are some of the sectors that New Zealand taxpayers fund along with education, national security and national 
transport. 
Local government on the other hand, is funded by land taxes (rates) and these are primarily directed to infrastructure that 
services land such as roads, streets, footpaths, street furniture, lighting, water, wastewater, stormwater, refuse collection, 
parks, reserves and community facilities.  
  
On this basis it is recommended that our policy position be directed toward central government with the following 
suggested as an initial draft for discussion. 
  
The CCRG does not accept that homelessness is an inevitable social development in New Zealand but rather that it is a 
failure of government social policy. 
We acknowledge that the provision of social housing and appropriate medical support for all, including homeless people, is 
a central government responsibility. 
We expect central government to deliver on that responsibility. 
As an interim measure we would suggest that central government as funder, partner with religious entities as facility 
owners, to develop suitable temporary shelters staffed by government funded professionals as a means of providing 
essential services to some of the most vulnerable people in New Zealand. 

 
17. POAL and Air Monitoring letter - NB 
18. Universal Access at the Ellen Melville Centre- AvR 
19. Myers Park medley Sunday 18 February 12-4pm WLB 
20. CCRG Submission on AT proposals for the intersection of Shortland/Eden Cres and Princes St 

 

CCRG Objective and Policy Statements 
 
Objective 
 
To represent and advocate for all Auckland city centre residents to Auckland Council and other relevant 
agencies/organisations. The purpose of such representation is to make known the concerns of residents, 
to work for the best possible living environment to support community building in the central city. 
 
Policy Statements 
 
Transport 
Pedestrians, public transport and cycling must have priority over private transport in all transport related 

projects in, and around, the city centre.   

• Our principle focus is to support the integrity of the City Centre Masterplan (including the Waterfront Plan) 

as the primary delivery model for all city centre projects including transport choices. 
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• The CCRG expects that private use of public space should be limited and entail a cost to the user with 

that revenue spent dedicated to improving the public realm – this includes graduated on road parking 

fees/permits across all of the Auckland Council territory. 

• The location of bus routes and termini must take into account adjacent residential impacts.  

Parks, Community & Lifestyle 
Great public spaces are the identifier of cities – these are the places we all enjoy, remember, photograph, 

play and relax in irrespective of which city we find them in. 

• Public Spaces, in all their forms, are precious assets that improve everyone’s lifestyle and must be 

maintained, enhanced and increased to a very high standard.  

• The central city does not have enough open space so if any existing public space needs to be modified, 

for whatever reason, the CCRG position is that the outcome must be a better public space option for 

residents with the primary principle being a ‘like with like’ transaction.   

• The use of public space for begging and rough sleeping is inconsistent with the Worlds’ Most Livable City. 

Residents expect central government to partner with relevant organisations to ensure that suitable 

emergency shelter is provided for those who need it, when they need it.  

Environmental Management & Regulation 
Residents in the world’s most livable city are entitled to a clean and healthy environment.  
  

• The CCRG advocates more emphasis on improving the health of the city centre environment and 
reducing pollution of all kinds, with priority given to clean modes of transport. 

• Noise-levels, skateboarding and the frequency of events need to be well managed to ensure that the 
quality of our public spaces is not damaged, and the enjoyment and liveability of the city centre is not 
compromised. 

 
 
Auckland Development 
The city centre’s continuing growth needs to be carefully monitored to ensure liveability is not 
compromised, while prioritising improved public transport, more quality public spaces, and a healthy 
environment. 
 

• The CCRG focus is to ensure that the funds raised through the city centre residential targeted rates are 
spent on projects within the public realm, that have a measureable benefit for residents and are not used 
as a subsidy for other interests.  

 

 
Economic and Cultural 
Auckland’s ability to understand, appreciate and celebrate our own, and other cultures, is the key to our 

economic future.  
 

• Along with great public spaces the CCRG strongly supports the concept that Auckland, as a great place to 
live, will have a major influence on its future economic success.  

 
Governance and Support 
Open and transparent governance practices provide the essential structure that underpins the legitimacy 
of public sector leadership.   
 

• The CCRG will work with the Auckland Council family and the Auckland City Centre Advisory Board to 
ensure that the voice of city centre residents is an accepted and valued part of decision making within the 
city centre. 
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Water and Wastewater 
Well planned, operational infrastructure for water and wastewater is the single most critical 
factor in creating a healthy and safe environment.  
 

• The CCRG expects that the management of water and wastewater, including storm water, will provide 
24/7 clean and safe waterways across the entire Auckland Council territory with expenditure prioritised to 
those areas that currently do not meet this measure. 

 
Meeting closed: 

Next:     
Auckland City Centre Advisory Board (ACCAB) Mtgs:  29.11.17, 28.02.18 - L26/135 Albert St  
CCRG Monthly Mtg 6pm @Elizabeth Yates Room, Ellen Melville Centre 
4/12   12/2/18   5/03/18   02/04/18   07/05/18   04/06/18 
CCRG Community E-News No 42 December 2017, pub & e-distributed 8 & 9 December.  
RAG E-News back copies       
CCRG E-News back copies  

http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/serials/cbdcommunity.htm
https://discover.elgar.govt.nz/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3307746__SAuckland%20City%20Centre%20Residents%27%20Group.__Orightresult__X3?lang=eng&suite=def

